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if milk is pasteurised to 145 degrees, it is
contended that the tubercule germ, whose
resistance to heat is very great, is nol de-
stroyed. If has been proved here in Perth
that even with the best appliances, it requires
the man behind the scheme to effect a satis-
factury pastenrization. InEngland the Health
Department has been very active in ifs en-
deavonrs to get the producers to carry out
% system of tuberculin fest and to go in
very thoroughly for hygienic methods of pro-
duction. It is known that 8% per cent. ot
milk vonsists of solids, not fat. If we sub-
Jject those solids to heat, we seriously affect
the digestive qualifies of the milk, and if we
over-heat the milk we destroy its vitamines
also, and 50 reduce its value very greatly., I
was  surprised to hear Dr. Saw ex-
press approval of the expedient of boil-
ing milk. 1In a country where we
have no very high standard of hyglenic
conditions it is perbaps wise, but where there
are infanis and children to be fed, the boil-
ing of milk is not very desirable. It is very
much wiser to encourage the dairyman to im-
prove his hygienie conditions and produce
the ilk free from tunbercle or pathogenie
germs, Then if a mother has occasion to
warmn the milk for ber children, she does not
destroy the vitamins so essential to infants.
T should like to see the motion withdrawn or
amended t¢ cover the whole of the pro-
duction znd sale of milk. Then we could
get the milk supply improved to meet the
scientific conditons laid down for its pro-
duction elsewhere, notably in Sweden, Den-
mark, and America. By this meanz we
ghonld avoid increasing the cost to the con-
sumer, while at the same time we should be
encouraging the consumption until it might
be increased . what il ought to be. Only
the other day, on making a rongh ealcula-
tion I found that the consumption of milk
in the metropolitan area does not exceed
a quarter of a pint per head per day. In
New York and other cities of America, the
consumption is over one pint per head per
day. It we are to proceed on lines that will
benefit the eonsumer, and at the same time
develop the dairying industry so valuable to
Australin, we must pay more attention to im-
wroving the hygicnic production, I cannot
subseribe to Dr. Saw’s charge against the
Government of hush-linsh, or that the herd
at Claremont is not receiving proper atten-
tion, or that the inmates of the Children’s
Hospital are not getting high grade milk,
Still, T do admire Dr. Saw for having
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hrovght forward this question, whieh must
be tackled in the near future, and I should
like to support him in his endeavour. But [
wani the motion to apply generally, not to
a single herd. _

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, debaie
adjourned,

House adjourned at 7.42 p.m.

Legislative Asscmbly,
Thursday, 10th November, 1927,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS,
EXTENSIONS.

Alr. MANN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, When does ke expect to have the
train lines in Stirling and Newcastle streets
completed? 2, Is he awave that in their
present condition they are dangerous to the
publie?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1 and 2, The tram tvack in Stirling
and Neweastle streets is complete, and the
road surfacing is a matter for the City
Couneil, who have arranged to do the work
for the department.

PAPERS—FEDERAL ROAD GRANT,
NAREMBEEN ALLOCATIONS.

On motion by Mr, Latham, ordered: That
all papers, since ineeption of the scheme, re-
jating to the allocation of moneys to the
Narembeen District Road Board, under the
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Federal Aid Roads Aet, be laid on the Table
of the House.

BILL--BROOMEHILL LOT 602

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the previons day; Mr.
Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Justice (Hom, J. C, Will-
cock, Minister).

Vote—Jugtice, £91,643:

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willeock—-Geraldton) [4.35]: Theve is
pot much T desire to say in eonnection with
these Kstimates. Everyone Eknows that
courts are provided for dealing with legal
matters that require attention. There are
one or two pointa in econnection with the
revenue and expenditure that I will touch
npon and T will give further partienlars, if
necessary, when we are dealing with the
items. The estimated revenue in eonnection
with the department is £24,000 in exeess of
the actual amount received last year. Pro-
bate duty is, of course, an unknown quan-
{ity but one or two larme estates are being
dealt with, and it is anticipated that the
estimate will be reached. Considerably in-
creased revenune has been derived from the
law courts and it is anticipated that this
vear the increase will be maintained. That
is aceounted for largely by the traffic cases.
Unfortunately, notwithstanding the large
number of penalties that have been inflicted,
many breaches of the traffie regulations are
still committed by drivers of various types
of vehicles.  People who are not in the
proper condition to control their vehicles
have hecn fined or otherwise penalised, but
it does not scem to have that deterrent effect
that is necessary in the interests of publie
safetv. Tf people will not act up to a pro-
per realisation of their responsibilities to
the general publie, it seems that the heavy
hand of the law will have to be applied by
means of still more substantial penalties that
have heen inflicted so far. T think that
opinion will be shared by every member of
the Honse. Naturelly it would be a matter
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for congratulation, if it were not necessary
o take action for the punishment of people
who contravene regulations framed in the
interests of public safety, No one desirves
to see those prosecutions undertaken, but un-
fortunately they are necessary in order to
make people live up to their respensibilities
in regard to public safety. The revenue
derived from the Land Titles Office is a con-
stantly inereasing one. Activities in con-
nection with land are considerable and that
is very satisfactory inasmuch as it reflects
upon the general prosperity of the State
People are desirous of aequiring properties,
and those properties are generally secured
at inereased prices. This tendeney is pleas-
ing a5 it shows that the {ransactions are re-
zarded as good securities, and that is an
excellent index of the progress the State is
making. The department has made urgent
representations regarding the building in
which the land titles business is done. We
are fully seized with the necessity for con-
siderable improvements and additional nc-
ecommodation required for the office.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Youn eannot do
much to the old building.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.,
The Premier indieated at an earlier stage of
the session that there was a possibility of
the Government taking action regarding the
provision of a snitable building to house all
the Government departments. Until some-
thing definite is determined, it will not he
wise to ineur expendifure on buildings that
will not conform to the general scheme.
There will be some improvement, and T hope
it will not be long before the work is under-
taken. There has been an inerease in the
revenne derived from liquor licenses. While
some hotels have been delicensed, other
hotels have bhecome nceessary at centres
where there are increased activitiea or where
the population of the distriet has been
largely augmented. Under the heading of
expenditure this is estimated at £91,643 for
the year. Tt is much the same as the actual
expenditure for last year, which was only
£3.000 in escess of the estimate, That was
largely due to several cases that were un-
foreseen. There were two or three import-
ant actions that necessitated witnesses be-
ing detained in Perth for considerable
periods. No one knows what will happen
during the year, but the cases I refor to
explain the increase in the expenditure for
the last financial year. The department
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does the work of the State, undertakes the
legal business of the Government, and pro-
vides courts where private people ean settle
their differences. 1t is a department that
does not require much diseussion, and I will
content myself with moving the adoption of
the Estimates.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.42]: This is an important depart-
meut which comprises several small sub-
depariments. The work of the Land Titles
Office is an indication of the progress the
country is making, It is an index not only
of the added value of the land, but the
desire of the people to aequire property.
The protection of titles is of the utmost
importance, and as the velume of business
grows, so nust the necessity for aceom-
modation extend. I hope that before money
is expended on providing a more suitable
building for the Land Titles Office, the Gov-
ernment will seriously consider the ques-
tion of a permanent housing scheme for the
public deparitments. I do not know that
we can afford to spend the money that will
be necessary for the erection of such -
large bunilding, but in these days of high
costs it would probably pay to ereet suit-
able Government offices in which the whoie
of the work could be centrmised, and where
we could eronomise not only in the expendi-
ture of the State but in the time of people
having work to do with Government de-
partments. T know it is diffiealt for the
GGovernment to provide the necessary pro-
tection for documents without spending a
great deal of money. It cannot be done
cheaply, for we cannot afford to take any
risk. At the same time I hope full con-
sideration will be given to the question of
housing Government departments in one big
huilding before spending any considerable
sam on erecting buildings in the future

The Minister for Justice: New premises
ave urgently required for this department.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
the (fovernment cannot incur any undue
risk. The building in which the Land Titles
Office is now housed was erected a long
time ago when the country had not pro-
gressed to its present stage. In those days
the tifles were comparatively few. Every
time a block of land is disposed of, it
menns additional accommodation required
for the doenuments that are involved. No
matter whether the block be large or small,
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the room taken up by the registrations and
the documents must be precisely the same.
I suppose when the buildings were erected
there were only a few thousand titles in
existence. To-day there are tens of thou-
sands and all need care and protection. 1
have nothing to say about the Crown Law
officers, but I should like to refer to the
Eleetoral Department. The Chief Eleetoral
Officer oceupies a very responsible post.
He has work that must be done thoroughly
and he must keep iu touch with people.
People in this State move about consiu
ably. In a pew eountry they transfer from
one residence to another and one distriet to
another all too frequently, particularly the
workers. So it is important that electoral
affuirs should be well managed. Elections
should be well run, the Act should be ad-
ministered to the letter and every detail ol’
the work should receive the supervision of
the Chief Electoral Officer. For some years,
as the Estimates show, senior officers have
been receiving inereases of salary. The
[Inder Seeretary last year or the year be-
fore was getting £850 and he is to receive
£960 this year. I have no objection to offer
to that, but the Chief Klectoral Officer, get-
ting an increase of £32, is inadeguately
paid. His is and always has been a sub-
departmeat of the Crown Law Department
and so he is treated as a sub-head. I du
not think that works too well. Of course
it is impossible to have a dozen separat:
und independent departments, but the Elec-
toral Department might well receive con-
sideration at the hands of Ministers,
especinlly if we are not going to adopt joint
State and Federal rolls. I should like to
feel that the Chief Electoral Gfficer or the
official controlling the department did so
without interference from Ministers, par-
ticularly at election time. The Minister
must see that the Act is administered, but
beyond that the Chief Electoral Officer is
capable of dving all that is required. It is
impossible to have a great many electoral
registrars. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment, with their ample funds, ¢an appoint
men to take charge of their affairs, but w»
are not in that bappy position. We have
to endeavour to earry on the work of the
department with very limited funds. The
whole eost this year will be £2,354, True,
that is an increase om the cost of the
previous year.

The Minister for Justice: But that is for
salaries alone.
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Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Quite sv,
but salaries comprise practically the whole
of tlie expenditure. The other part is print-
g, ete. 1 wish the Minister wonld con-
sider wiether this officer could not be made
a little more independent and a little more
responsible. I1f he were made entirely
respensible, he would foel that the duties
rested heavily upon him. The rolls, too,
onght to be kept up to date. [ hope the
Minister will see that the stall is adequaie
to do that.

The Minister for Justice: It is.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is im-
puriant that the Electoral Act should L.
administered to the letter. There should
be no departure from that. Some confusion
has been caused by the introduction of the
form for nomadic eleclors. 1 have shown
the Minisier that the protection songht to
be given to people genuinely entitled to it
has been extended to other people not en-
titled to it. There are some pecple wh
travel and are not long in any ome place,
people we do not wish to disfranchise.

The Minister for Justice: The man about
whom you spoke to me went from Northam
to Kellerberrin, then down to Narroegin and
somewhere clse and then to West Perth
and somewhere else from there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : That was
only one instance, but it was suffieient to
shuow the Minister whal conld happen. In
nearly all cases the witness is the real
culprit. The man who signs a claim eard
dues not read the condilions. I venture te
say that not one man in 50 signing elaim
eards reads the conditions or knows the
penslties. The man who makes it his busi-
ness to get enrolments, however, does know
. the eonditions and penalties and if he
commits an offence he should be punished.
Tt would be of little use inflicting wholesale
punishments now, though it ought to be
done, but we shonld make an example of
the worst offenders so that others may be
warned not to indulge in similar praetices.
There are not many people who see the
Flectoral Aet.

The Minister for Justice:
see any Acts.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
claim eards, however, show the conditions
under which a person may ¢laim enrolment
and also the pennlties likely to be incurred
if mis-statments are made, Tf a man de-

Few people

1795

liberately cvades the law he should be ad-
eqnately punished.

The Minister for Justice:
but flouts the law.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister may put it that way if he likes.
1 hope punishment will be meted cut to such
a man. Jt is not possible fo have our rolls
kept in perfect order, but it is possible to
prevent much of the fraud that is perps-
trated. All said and done, it is frand. I
have seen a man asking vpassers-by in the
street to sign claim eards, men who had just
come ty the place and apparently were only
passing through, and eventunally they were
persunded (o record postal votes. That is
wrong. It has alwavs been the duty of the
FElectoral Department, after an election and
without anv sugeestion frown the Minister,
to look into the work of the clectoral officers
throughout the Htate and, if possible, as-
certain where frand has been ecommitted,
and take procecilings to zet the offenders
punished under tha law. That is what
ought to be dona,

The Minister for Justice: Yes.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1f we
had responsible oificers to o the work, il
would be done. When an election is over,
we find all sorts of exeunses for people who
have been enrolled without being qualified
or people who have voted when they shounld
not have done so. In th2 case that the
Minister has under review, the man knew
he was not qualified and yct he voted. He
knew that he had been illegally enrolled, but
that did not deter him from voting. T
think it is largely due to i,morance of the
law or to a feeling that this sort of thing
has been done for so many years and it is
still safe to go on doing it. T.et us have a
clean voll and let us conduct the eleetions as
cleanly as possible. To achieve that end,
let people who commit offences know that
nothing will save them from punishment.
Then all will be well. The Minister will
find that the nomad form has led o abuse
in more cases than the one T have gquoted.
I hope we shall have a 1edistribution of
seats, which may improve the position, but
we should liave a fow more electoral regis-
trars in the country. Considering the enor-
mous distanees, we have very few electoral
registrars.

The Minister for Justice: In every large
town where there is a cleck of courts it
is his duty fo ect in that capacity.

Not evades,
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But I
mean registrars whose duty it would be to
look after the rolls. There may a clerk of
courts at Kellerberrin for instance, but it
is a full-time jobh for a man to look after
the electoral officers throughuut a large dis-
trict. My point is there are insufficient
registrars to do the work. If we appoint
Government officials to do the work, it is
not their special job and they have not
muoch time to give to it. 1 hope the rolls
for the Upper House will be found to be
in order. T daresay it is not so difficult to
keep them in order, because electors do mot
change their addresses quitz so often and
the Elegtoral Department, in compiling the
Council rolls, receives a good deal of assist-
ance from road boards and municipalities.
Everyone entitled to be on the roll for the
Upper House shonld be enrolled and it
should be the duty of registrars to get such
people enrolled. For the Upper House,
enrolment is not compulsory.

The Minister for Justice: We expend
money in advertising and publicity to get
them on the roll.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Regis-
trars could do a good deal in conjunction
with the loeal authorities.

The Minister for Justice: Bo they do.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Though
we have compulsorv enrolment for the lower
House, it has never been actively enforced.
It ought to be enforced, or the provision
ought to be repenled. Tt is not very com-
fortable to find there are 3,600 names on
a toll that ought to eontain only 3,000. If
the compulsory cnrolment provisions were
enforeced the rolls would he more or less in
order. The Fedsral rolls are very much
hetter than the State rolls, hecanse the Fed-
eral authorities do enforce enrolment and
impose fines, though we do not hear much
about it.

The Minister for Justiee: They have a
very simple procedure of fining a man
half-a-erown,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL: That
is so, and if hic nleads not guilty and goes
to the court he is fined 10s. I hope the
Minister will instruct the Chief Eleetoral
Officer to enforce the compulsory pro-
vistons. Tt is only right to Go so. I admit
they have never been onforeed. I should
like to say a word or two about the Liceny
ing Court. There has been a considerahle
inerease in the salaries of its members. That
of the chairman has gone up to £1,000, and
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of the other magistrates to £850. There is
an increase of £300 on the Estimates. No
doubt these officials have important work tc
do.

The Minister for Justice: Yes, they have.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If they
do their job properly they are not overpaid.
1 do nof know how they armve at the in-
goings that are required. At Morowa the
ingoing was £2,000. Tenders were ecalled
and £2,000 was the offer, In the ecase of
zn hotel in Murray-street, Perth, the ingoing
was fixed at £4,000, whereas the fee for the
Brighton Hotel was fixed at £3,000. The
latter was a delicensed house, as a result of
the loeal option poll.  An ingoing of £3,000
at Claremont seems to be an extraordinarv
amournt compared with £4,000 in Perth, and
£4,000 scems to be extraordinarily low as
compared with £2,000 at Morowa, or £1,00n
at Kunnunoppin.

The Minister for Justice: There was al-
ready some form of license at that hotel.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The pub-
lic have to pay in the long run. We do
collect 5 per cent. from the hotels on the
purchase price of liquor. An interesting
thing has come under my notice. I find that
in the case of a small club {le State derives
from its levies no more than £27 whereas
the Federal Government coilect £324,

The Minister for Justice: The excise on
beer has pone up enormously. There is no
reason Why the Federal Government should
have this money except that the Constitn-
tion provides for it. We have to bear all
ihe expense.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If they
were situated in Perth there would be some-
thing done in the matter, but as they are
2,000 miles away no one bothers very much.
1f there is anything to say against the
charges that are levied, it must be said
against (he £27 which the State levies, and
not against the £324 the Commonwenlth
levies. Becanse of the large amount eol-
lected by the Commonwealth, we cannut
collect more ourselves. It is a big enough
tax already. The hotels all the time are
paying ihe 5 per cent. It is not so important
that we should have large ingoings as that
the hotels sliould be properly equipped and
managed. Oceasionally the premiums paid
have heen mentioned in the Press. These are
irregular in amount, and are hardly propor-
tionate to the business done or to be done
in some cases. There should be some method
of fixing the amount. In av industrial cen-
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tre in the South-West the cost of runming
un hotel is less than that of running one
in a purely agrienltural centre.

Mr. Marshall: It might be a reasonable
thing to permit an appeal from the decisions
of the court.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 do not
think so, The court has done excellent work.
1 have very little to coaplain of with regaci
to it.

Mr. Marshall: Yon would not be so en-
thusiastic about it if yon went through my
electorate.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1f this
court metes out onc form of conirol to ont
hotel and another form to another hotel in
ihe same loeality, and if people are not
treated in precisely the swne way, it will
Le our duty to step in. I have heard no
sertous ecomplaint against the court, but il
the hon. member knows of any, T hope he
will mention it. Members of the court ful-
fil imporiant funefions and have immense
power. We expect our hotels to be properly
eonducted and equipped. The equipment is
being improved as wrll as the standard of
the buildings that are going up. The con-
duct of hotels has been very much hetter
since the new Licensing bench came into
existence,

The Minister for Juslice.
erally conceded.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1If I
knew of any complaints as fo the treatment
meted ont to the various hotels, 1 should
not hesitate to write to the Minister about
them.

Mr. Marshall: There is no appeal against
the decisions of the eourt. T had one go at
them,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
House could very easily reduce the vote.
That would be a satisfactory rejoinder to
any protest that was made. I would not be
justified on what I know in supperting snch
n step. A great deal of good work has been
dnne.  Many hotels that ought never fo have
been licensed, and that serve no useful pur-
pose, have been delicensed. Some of onr
enuntry hotels are good enough for the met-
ropolitan area.

Mr. Marshall: Why should that be?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
Letter to have it that way than the other.

Mr. Marshall: Have not people to pay
for thait

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In some
conntry centres the hotel aceommedation, one

That is gen-
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would think, would be suifable for a popu-
lation four times as big. I refer to the
louse uecommodaticn. The cost of ereet-
ing hotels is now considerable.

Mr. Marshall: Private individuals ean-
not get into hotels now.

. Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
conrt errs at all, it errs in wanting too
much.

My, Chesson: Most of the hotels are tied
up now. ‘

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
hou. member has eomplaints to make, I hope
he will voice them. We occasionally hear
unpleasant rumours, but eannot take any
notice of them. Every court of the land is
in the same position. The suceessful liti-
gauts are always satisfied, but the unsuceess-
ful ones do uot think muech of the court.
When a new license is wanted, a petition
has to be signed by the majority of the rate-
payers in the loeality.  Tenders may b
ealled, and somcone who is not interested in
the petifion may be ehosen as the successful
applicant.

My, Marshall: 1 am not interested in any-
thing else but the requirements of the trav-
elting publie.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
should see that justiee is done all round
People have even criticised the Chief Justice.
1t is often a greater compliment to be criti-
vised by en for whom one has no respect
than fo be npplauded by other people. The
position of the hench is not be compared
with that of memhers of DPurliament. We
expeet to be criticised. When we criticise,
we have to be eaveful to state the facts, hut
when people criticise ws, they do not
stop to think what they are saying. They
allow their tongues to run away with them.
Of course, if we were not criticised, many
of us wonld not be heard at all. T hope the
Minister keeps in touch with the Licensiny
Bench.

The Minister for Justiee: Yes, but I never
interfere with them,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister has no power to do so. Tt would be
a great mistake if Ministers intorfered with
the management of departments.

The Minister for Justice: Of counrse,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is,
however, right that Ministers should see thal.
their officers are doing their work.

The Minister for Justice: I have fre-
quently discussed matters with members of
the Licensing hench.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do
not propose to discus the recent elections. 1
hope the Minister will, if necessary, see that
the number of registrars is increased, and
that officers are appointed to devote the
whole of their time to electoral matters,
That would be worth while. Nothing more
important happens in the State than a gen-
eral election, and it should be conducted
free from all suspicion. The npumber of
officers engaged should be suflicient to en-
sure that everything is fair and aboveboard.
The Federal people bave a sufficient number
of officers for their purpose.

The Minister for Justice: They have not
so many.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
have the postal officials to assist them.. The
Commonwealth does not depend upon & prob-
ably over-worked official to perform these
important duties in a perfunectory fashion.
The work is most important, and we ought
not to mind if we spend a little more money
on it than is now spent. REverything in
connection with electoral matters should be
Jdone thoroughly, and as the Aeci directs.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[6.16]: 1 agree with what the Leader of the
Opposition has said regarding the import-
ance of the position of Chief Tlectoral
Officer. The salary is not in keeping with
responsibilities of the office. I heard the
Minister say by interjection to the Oppo-
gition Leader that he does not interfere
with the head of the Electorel Branch. I
see, however, that that head s under the
Under Seeretary for Law.

The Minister for Justice: That is so.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is not wise
that he should he. In my opinion,
the Chief Eleetoral Officer onght to be in-
Jdependent of the Under Secretary for Law
in carrying ont his imporfant duties. Be-
yound doubt the Under Secretary for Law
cannot know all the ramifications of the
electoral system.

The Minister for Justice; T assure you
he does.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not think he
can know them sufficiently well. In any
case, he is worked pretty hard, becaunse
cverybody who wants to ktnow anvthing goes
to Mr. Hampton. Fruom my experience of
that genfleman I ean certify that he is a
very capahle officer indeed. I shonld be
most sorrv to create an impression that T
consider Mr. Hampton ounght to be removed;
but T do think it better that the Chief Eleec-
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toral Officer should be under the Minister
as head.

The Minister for Justice: He frequently
comes to me, and I frequently ask him to
come and see me. He often has direct com-
munication with me.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: If the Chief Elec-
toral Officer ean have direct communication
with the Minister without first applying for
permissicn or anything of that sort, it makes
the position much better, In my opinion,
the Chief Electoral Officer ought to he given
more consideration. From what the Minis-
ter said earlier in the session I regard my-
self as safe in assuming that he did not use
any influence on this officer during the last
election.

The Minister for Justice: Certainly not.

Hon, G. TAYLOR : Ihave no complaint to
make regnrding the Mt. Margaret election.
The only difficulty was occasioned by the
members for Menzies {Mr, Panton) and
Leonora (Mr. Heron). Thuose two hon.
members did cause some commotion in my
clectorate. They brought a huge deluge of
wind and water fo bear, and put me at the
top of the poll; so I' am not complaining.
There are, however, certain things that
shonld be eleared up. The Minister, it has
haen asserted, was rvesponsible for many
things that were nol very pleasing during
the election.

The Minister for Justice: T wish that any-
one who hears anything of that kind would
communicate with me, and J would at once
have inquiry made.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I amn not suggesting
anything. I am pleased to hear the Min-
ister's cdeclaralion that the statements in
question ean he refuted. Two important
positions in the service of the State are now
filled hy aeting men.

The Minister for Justice: Which two?

Ton. G. TAYLOR: The Perth police

magistroev. and the Perth Toeal Court
magistraey.
The Minister for Justice: The senior

position is filled by a permanent officer.

Hon, &. TAYL.OR: Who is the perman-
ent officer?

The Minister for Justice: Mr. Wood is
the senior magistrate of the city.

Hon. &, TAYLOR: T thonzht the Perth
polire magistrate was the senior.

The Premier: Mr. Wood gets £200 a vear
more than anv other magistrate.

Hon. . TAYLOR: Then the position in
the local court is the senior position. How-
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ever, thu Perth police magistrate is acting,
and there is also another acting magistrate.

The Minister for Justice: Beecause of the
press of work.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is about time the
Minister thought of making permanent
appointinents.

The Minister for Justice: The Premier
will teil yon that he has represented the
multer Lo the Public Serviee Commissioner
repeatedly.

Ton. G. TAYLOIL: 1 do not want fo re-
vive old troubles, hut L know what happened
in regard to the last Perth police magis-
trate. Ile was retired on account of age,
and the man now holding the position is
considerably older than his predecessor was
at the time of retirement, That seems
rather strange.

The Premier: The present man was not
put on. He was on.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: T take the ve-
sponsibility of having put him on.

Hon. (. TAYLOR: I am not complaining
abont his having been put on. My only
suggestion is that it is time the position was
made permanent.

The Premier: If is & most difficult post
io get filed. Many qualified men do not
want it.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We passed an Act
malting it compulsory for a magistrate to
have had certain legal training, and I under-
stand that the men with the necessary train-
ing will not accept the position at the salary.

The Premier: The Government have mo-
thing to do with either fixing the salary or
meking the appointment, bnt the fact is that
we cannot secure a qualified man for the
post at the salary.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The law compels the
Government to appeint a man with certain
qualifirations. However, there are men who
have heen earrying on as acting magistrates
and wardens for yenrs, but who have not
passed the lezal examinations neccssary to
qualifv them for appointment fo this posi-
tion. T vegard the law as a foolish one,
which should be repealed.

The Premicr: 1t seemus hard to suggest
that vears of experience do not qualify smeh
men to do the work. They are at an age
when they cannot pass examinations. Their
names will readily oceur to anvone.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Premier knows
of two or three such men who have served
under him, and who are gquite capable of
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administering justice from the bench though
they have not the necessary legal qualifiea-
tions for the position. If a younger man
without experience is appointed to the posi-
tion beenuse of his legal qualifieations, he
has o be trained in the business of the eourt
after he is put on the bench. It is absurd
to have men acting in such positions. I
supposc the men now holding positions of

the kind temporarily eannot be appointed

permanent]ly because of their age.

The Minister for Justice: Beeause of the
Act.

" The Premier: These men have the neces-
sary qualifieations, but. 1 suppose they are
heyond the age.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: One man in the de-
partment was appointed because of general
knowledge, and aenquired knowledge, and
natural ability. 1 mention no names. I am

Aisappointed that we are not getiing near

the police in these Estimates.
- 'The Minister for Juvstice: They arc in the
next division. )

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Perhaps the Police
Department had better be left until the

-Minister has discussed it..

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [627): Seo
ing that there is an attempt to introduce
uniform electoral rolls for the State and the
Commonwealth

The Minister for Justice: That ie not in-
tended now, as the Upper House hag thrown
out the Bill.

The Minister for Mines:
are no{ wanted up there.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I was hoping that the
RBill would become law.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is out.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: One matfer that the
Minister might well consider is the question
of the closing time of polls.

The CHAIRMAN: That would necessi-
tate an amendment of the Act, and I do not
think it can be discussed now.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T was merely throw-
ing out the suggestion.

The Minister for Justice: The Federal
authovities are thinking of bringing their
Eleetoral Act into conformity with ours in
that respest.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It wﬂ! be all right
so long ag nniformity obtains.  Again, the
northern elections might well be held simul-
taneonsly with the southern in these days of
aviation. It is not as if ballot papers had

Uniform rolls
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still to be conveyed to the North by steamer;
they can be sent up speedily by aeroplane.
Therefore the same day of election might
well obtaip throughout the State. I invite
the Minister’s attention to representations I
have alrendy made regarding the necessity
for police protection at Tummin,

MR. MANN (1'erth) [5.28]: 1 wish to
bring under the Minister’s notice again the
need for appointing a city coroner. Owing
to the demands upon magistrates and acting
magistrates for general police work, inquiries
into deaths are mostly left to honorary jus-
tices. Last year there were 252 inquests,
and although 118 of them referred to acci-
dental deaths, the others were somewbat in-
volved and required thorough investigation.
Several instances have ocourred in which a
person has been indicted or committed by a
coroner’s jury and, after a deal of expense
and worry and trouble, the Crown have de-
clined to file 5 bill. Recently a young fellow
was eommmitted for trial and had to go td
the expense of retaining a solicitor. Then
the Crown entered a nolle prosequi. If the
goroner had been an experienced man the
chances are the young fellow would not have
becn committed. Monorary justices do not
know the value of criminal evidence, and at
the coroner’s court all sorts of evidenee is
admissable. The coroner’s jury, unless they
are well directed by the coroner, take notice
of hearsay evidence, -and so return some
charge against the man and he is commited
for trial. On the other hand some persons
may be allowed to go free who should be
committed for trial, Seeing the large number
of inguests we are having now, I certainly
think a city coroner should be appointed.
There is plenty of work for him to do. The
authorities endeavour to pick the most ex-
perienced justice they ean for an inquest,
but even so those justices do not appreciate
the value of evidenee, nor do they know low
to direct & jury. The result is we get verdiets
that would not be given if we had an ex-
perienced coroner in charge of the proceed
ings, The cost of ereating this office would
not be large, and the services of the coroner
would be fully ufilized, for on days when
he was not sitting as coroner he could be
gitting 23 a magistrate in the courts, I com-
mend this to the Minister for Justice for
investigation.

The Minister for Justite: We are already
considering it.
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Mr, MANN: One interesting point is that
33 per cent. of the deaths inquired into last
year were due to transport accidents; motor
car, tram and cycle aceidents, Whether or
not there was criminal negligenee in some of
them is a very fine point., For that reason,
alone it is worth while appointing a city
coroner, The Leader of the Opposition
touched upon the value of licenses. 1 wonder
if the Minister could advise ws as to what
means are used by the lieensing court in
Gixing the amount an applieant has to pay
for getting a license. Is it done just
by speculation or guess work, or do the
court call in the munieipal valuers?
It seems to me the last two or three amounts
ussessed by the court are irreconcilable. For
instance, for a general license the Cafe An-
glais, Gordon’s Hotel, had to pay £4,000.
Tt is true they had a beer license before,
but a beer license does not carry 25 per
cent. of the value of a general license.

The Minister for Justice: They have a big
turnover.

Mr. MANN: I admit that. At the same
time the Bohemin Hotel, next door, was
bonght for £35,000. Take the value of Gor-
don’s Hotel and compare it with the valus
of the Bohemia Hotel, and ask what is the
value of the license for Gordon’s Hotel. I
should say it was £10.000. The Royal Hotel,
at the next corper. was sold recently for
£65,000.

The Minister for Justice: But that is a
fiue building.

Mr., MANN: No, it 15 a very old bunilding.
The licensing bench let it be understood
that the purchaser would have to spend an-
other £10,000 in improving the place. Su
that license iz going to cost £75.000. Re-
eently the King Edward Hostel was sold for
£45,000.

The Premier: But yon are mixing up vari-
ous frechold properties with the amounta
paid for the licenses.

Mr. MANN: I am asking what wonld
Gordon’s Hotel be worth as a freehold with-
out a license. T think that license was worth
at least £10,000.

The Premier: That might apply to all
licenses.

Mr. MANN: I want to know how the
bench arrived at the valuation. They charged
the licensee of the Brighton Hotel £3,000
for his license. That does not seem to be
in keeping with the £4,000 for Gordon's
Hotel.

The Minister for Works:
assessed by tender?

Was it not
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Hon. G. Taylor: No.

The Minister for Works: I think it was.

The Premier: Gordon’s Hotel was fized
by tender.

Mr. MANN: Of course it was. In this
way: the owner of Gordon’s Hotel made
application to the court for a general license,
But first he bad to get a majority of the
eleetors in an area defined by the eourt to
sapport him before the court would hear the
case. The majority was secured. Then the
court heard evidence and on that decided
that another license was necessary. Then
they ealled for tenders. But, of course, the
only person that tendered was the licensee.
Who else could tender?

The Premier: The successful tenderer
would have the right to build another hotel.

Mr. MANN: That does not alter the posi-
tion.

The Premier: It would affect the price.

Mr. MANN: The court shonld have re-
jected the tender and said it was not suffi-
cient.

The Premier: No. They said another
hotel was necessary, and the licensee’s ten-
der was the highest submitted. You could
not justify imcreasing the priee when the
price was fixed by open tender.

Mr. MANN: The court could have said it
was not adequate.

The Premier: But if nobody would pay
more, how eould it be said that the license
was worth more?

Mr. MANN: If the Premier thinks that
a satisfectory answer, it certainly does not
appea! to me. Following on that, the cour:
charged the licensee of the Brighton Hotel
£3.000.

The Premier: For a full license.

Mr. MANN: He had a full license pre-
viously.

The Premier: Gordon’s Hotel had a part
license, one of the best heer licenses in the
eity.

The Minister for Mines: If the applieation
had heen for a full license, it would have
been worth £10,000,

Mr. MANN: But T do uot think that
point counts at all,

The Minister for Mines: Nobody conld

mstify the building of another hotel right
there when there was a wine and beer license
there already.

Mr. MANN: However, the Minister for
Justice shonld know what means the eourt
kave of valuing these licenses.
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The Minister for Justice: They et infor-
mation from every possible source,

Mr. MANN: They do not take it on ev:-
dence through the court. It must be done
privately afterwards.

The Minister for Justice: They know the
value of every hotel in the ecity,

Mr. MANN: Their investigations do nos
lead them to such knowledge, or if they do
I think the members of the court arve very
poor judges. The hotel next door to Gor-
don’s brought £35,000,

The Minister for Mines: That was free-
hold.

Mr. MANN: So was Gordon’s,

The Premier: The Bohemia Hotel iz on
one of the most valuable blocks in the city.

Mr. MANN: It is mnot so valuable
as the adjoining ome which is a cor-
ner block. However, if the Premier
and the Minister are satisfied that they
are getting the revenne to which they ara
entitled, very well. I do not think so, al-
though in respect of the Brighton Hotel
they got more than they were entitled to.

The Premier: I do not think so. It is &
ereat big pile of buildings prectically worth-
less without & license, and the payment of
£3,000 for the license turns it into a valusble
property.

Mr, MANN: The question of how the pre
vious license came to be taken away should
have been considered.

The Premier: No, it was taken away under
the law of the land. The bench had only
to deal with the application for the new
license.

The Minister for Mines: The place was
delicensed by a mngistrate under a loeal
option vote.

Mr. MANN: And that was not very satis-
factory.

The Premier: No, it was not. The magis-
trate delicensed that honse and allowed a
wine license to remain.

Mr. MANN: T say that should have been
taken into eonsideration. The taking away
of the original license amazed everybody.
The Premier has kept it in mind.

The Premier: Becaunse I thomght it was
n bad decision.

Mr. MANN: So jt was. When the bench
were congidering the application for the
new license, they should have considered the
cirenmstances in which the original license
wag taken way while the license for a wine
saloon at the bottom of the hill was allowed
to remain.
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ME. FERGUSON {Moore) [5.44]: L wish
to bring under the notice of the Minister
the necessity for making some additions tu
the court house at Moora. It is a very tiny
little room. Aecross one end of it is &
counter, Then there are a table, the wit-
ness box and the doek, together with the
necessary books and papers. There is not
tuch room left in that eourthouse. The
clerk of courts, who is rather on the big
side, hag great difficulty in getting about
the court. If he wants to go from one end
to the other, he has to wriggle along side-
ways. Then we have a big policeman, too.

The Premier: Yés, a 19-stone policeman.

Mr. FERGUSON : With the eclerk of
gourts above ordinary stature, and with this
iD-stone policeman, who has just been sent
up there, I do not know how they are going
to get on if the prisoner happens to be a
big man. The court proceedings will have
t¢ be held outside. Thera is no other eourt-
house within 100 miles of Moora and con-
sequently a good deal of business has to be
transaeted in that little room. All the
electoral work is also done there, and the
Savings Bank work as well. Additions to
the building are very badly needed. When
ihe courthouse was driginally erected it was
aever intended that it should remain so
small and provision was made for its exten-
gion. There have been many ecomplnints
abont the inadequacy of the acecommoda-
tion, and magistrates who have visited the
court from TPerth have had something to
say about the lack of room. 1 urge the
Minister to give the matter consideration.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [547]: T desire
to stress the need for a conrthonse at Arma-
dale. The distriets around Armadale are
advancing rapidly. The Pecl Estate is not
very far distant, whilst the nomber of
scttlers at Roleystone and Bedfordale has
increased in recent years. There is also
considerable progress being made in those
distriets between Armadale and Fremantle
and also from Armadale towards Perth. If
a ecourthonse were established at Armadale,
petty cases could be dealt with by justices
and a magistrate conld visit the district at
intervals. Armadale is also a railway june-
tion. Another matter to whiech I wish to
refer is the large number of names that are
permitted to remain on electoral rolls when
they should he removed. In many cases
the names are those of people who have
long since left the district. When the totals
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are caleulated and the percentages are
worked out, the rolls lead to the belief that
the poll has been small. If the rolls were
purged more carefully and more frequently
it would be a distinct advantage. We know
that the names of those who die are struck
off with regularity, but the names of those
who have moved out of a distriet are per-
mitted to remain on the roll, in some cases
for years.

MR. BROWN (Lingelly} [5.49]: T have
no cowplaints to make abount the Pingally
electorate which lias been treated fairly
well, hat T should like to stress the nead
for a courthouse at Kondinin, a very pru-
gressive distriet. Police quarters are being
erected there now and z courthouse will he
necessury. There are people living 30 wiles
cast of Kondinin and the eourt jurisdietion
should extend that far. Regarding the
epurthouse at Pingelly, the fTenee which
surrounds it is in a deplorable condition,
Tn faet it is an eyesove aud shounld receive
attention. Another matter, too, is that in
the past the only morgue we have had is a
small structure that was formerly the oont-
honse for the court buildings. Originally
the courthouse was n school. Tt is a stand-
ing disgrace that a town of the size of
Pingelly should not have a proper morgue,

Ttem-—-Witnesses and jurors, Supreme
Court and Quarter and Petty Sessions.
£4,000;

Mr. SLEEMAN : A lot has bteen said
from time to time about the payment made
to jurymen. Something should be done in
this respect. I would like to know whether
there is any possible chance of inereasing
the fees received by jurymen. Very often
men who are on the basic wage are ealled
away from their work and they receive the
large amount of 10s. per day.

Mr. FERGUSON: The time is long over-
due for revising the seale of fees to juries
and witnesses. A little while ago I gave
evidence at considerable invonvenience and
T found that the land agent and a plumber

who were on the jure received more than
1 did.
Mr. Mann: You were o witness; you

were not on the jury. Witnesses are paid
on a varying scale.

Myr. FERGUBON : I desire that this seale
should be revised, because it is on an abso-
lutely unfair basis. No man should be
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:allnd upon to give evidenee and be the loser
:kerehy

Vote put and passed.

Vote-—~Police, £221,211:

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willecock—Geraldton) [5.55]: The
imount voted last year was £211,502 and
he expenditure was £215008. This excess
vas made up of £835 on salaries, and
3,571 on contingencies, a total of £4,406.
The ostimate this year is £221,211 or
15,303 over last year’s expenditure. The
rdditional figures have been brought about
)y the ever-increasing aetivities and expan-
sion of the department, consequent on the
levelopment of the State in the wheat belt
wnd the South-West, and the peed for ad-
litional men in eonnection with the regula-
don of traffic in the metropolitan area. Tt
s rather interesting to draw attention to
he fact that the strength of the police force
»n the 30th June last was the same as on
he 30th June, 1401. We have, however,
eached the stage to-day when it is neces-
sary to add lo the numbers, particularly
n the metropolitan area.

Mr. Mann: The police have had a dozen
lifferent jobs in the last few years.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: As a
natter of faet the police do a tremendous
unount of work for the State in various
vays. Most of the ecourthouses, sahont
vhich we have heard so much in the last
our or so, have been conducted by the
nembera of the pslice force and they have
lone very well too. It would be very nice
f we could afford to provide the full-time
wourts that have lieen asked for. The police
wuld also attend o electoral matters in
-arious parts of {be State. The Leader of
he Opposition will be well aware of the
ieed for the exercise of czre in creating
1ew positions. There bas heen a great dis-
neclination on the part of the Treasurer to
igree to inereases in the personnel of the
ivil service. There has alwnys been a need
o keep a tight hold on expenditure in that
lirection, and everybody will agree with
hat. We hear it said that the Government
lepartments are overrun with civil servants,
hat there is not sufficient work to keep
kem going, and that therefore there should
e a clean-up. That is not the position.
Chere is any amount of work to be done,
wmt we want to see, before anyone is em-
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ployed in any of the Government depart-
ments, that there is sufficient work to keep
all profitably engaged the whole of the time
Something has been snid in the House with
regard to examinations for promotions in
the Police Departiment, and it was suggested
that the examinations were not popular. I
may inform the House that no fewer than
63 members of the police force are entrants
for the examminations for promotion. The
foree do consider the examinations of value
and are prepared to make use of them,
whether the individual entrants are fit for
further advancewvnt or oot.

Mr. Mann: The examinsation for a police
constable should not be the same as that for
eandidates for the C.L.D.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.

Mr, Mann: But it is so A man ean
be an excellent policeman, lut a failure as
a detective. Yet the examinution is the same
for both.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Of
course there are taken into econsideration
temperament, character, general demeanour,
capacity, ete, :

Hon. G. Taylor:
that should be so.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is so. The Government recognise that it
is a very important position. A man may
be a smart and capable policeman, yet he
may be quite incapable of earrying out the
work of eriminal investigation.

Mr. Mann: Yet if an applieant failed
when he went up for the police examina-
tion, he would not have an opportunity of
becoming a ecriminal invesligator, althourh
he might be a good man in that capaecity.

The MINISTER FOR JLUSTICE: It is
necessary that sueh a man should have n
certain amount of knowledge of police
work,

Mr., Mann: But that is not the point.
Failure to pass the examination would de-
bar him from entering the C.I.D. where he
might be an excellent officer.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
may be so, but still the exzamination to
which the members of the police force have
to submit themselves, is nol so hard that
a man of ordinary capacity should not be
able to pass it in a comparatively short
period. It requires a man of more than
ordinary capacity to sucecessfully fill the
position of an investigator of erime.

It is necessary that
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Hon. Sir James Mitchoell: Some men
¢an pass examications, and yet bave no
eapacity at all.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1 ad-
mit that even if a mon were to pass the
police examination, he might not be at all
successful in the Criminal Investigation De-
partment. Bat I have pointed out that in
order to be suecessful in (nat capacity, a
man must be much ahove the average. Such
a8 man should be able to pass the promo-
tional examinations withont any trouble,
The administration of the Traffic Aet of
1919 that eame into forece in 1920, has im-
posed upon the police force a tremendous
amount of work, It has grown into a big
undertaking and it is rendering a special
service to a special seetion of the eom-
munity. In his annuval report the Commis-
sioner of Police has always pointed ouf his
convietion that the department should re-
ceive zome portion of the lieense fees that
are collected. No direet payment is made
in respect of the regulation of traffie, not-
withstanding that as a result of those services
nssistance is rendered to the people who nse
the roads. The work gives greater security
to motorists and is of great advantage to
them and to pedestrians, saving many acei-
dents, Moreover, that special service is ren-
dered to the public in the metropolitan area
only. In otlier paris of the State the regu-
lation of traffic is undertaken by the local
authorities themselves. Yet in Perth where
the work is much heavier, and far more im-
portant than in smaller centres, the police
foree have to undertake it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What does it
matter? The returns go into revenne.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is not s0. In the eountry distriets the money
goes to the local authorities. The mumiei-
palities get a Gerlain proportion of it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, that is
public expenditure, although not by the
State.

The MINISTER FQR JUSTICE: But
under the present system, it means that the
taxpavers of the State have to find th.
money to afford the neecessary protection
to motorists and others in the city, without
deriving any benefit whatever themselves,
This heavy work has entailed the employ-
ment of 30 or 40 extra policemen within the
metropolitan area, and the taxpayver at Nor-
tham, who receives no benefit and has to pay
something loeally towards the traffic ar-
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rangements of his town, has to contribute hi
uota towards defraying the cost of tralli
inspeetion in Perth.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: They are law
abiding people in Northam, and the worl
does not cost much there.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Bu
still the ratepayer there has to pay his pro
portion towards the cost of iraffie regulation
ir. the city.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I think th
police could give more attention to thi
gambling business.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I re
gret that during the past 12 or 18 month:
several retirements have taken place among
the higher officers who were attached to th:
Police Department, Those officers left be
canse they had reached the retiring age
They rendered good service to the Stat
over a long period of years und it was rathe:
unfortunate from the departmental point o
view that four or five senior officers had &
retire within such a short period. Thos
concerned included Chief Inspector Duncan
Inspector Houlahan, Inspector Congdon o
the C.LD., and Inspeetor Mitehell, while Tn
spector Smith, of the Traffic Department
died during that period. Al those officer:
huve left the department within the last 1!
mouths or s0. T believe we have been abl
to fill their places very creditably.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Who is the
chief inspector now?

The MINISTER FQOR JUSTICE: In
spector Sellenger ts acting in that capaeity
He is a good officer, but, unfortunately
owing to the regulations, he will have &
retire in 12 months or so. It wonld be !
the advaniage of the State if the senio
officers who are capable of rendering year
of service conld be retained in the depart
ment, However, it is part of the industrie
eonditions and of the agreement that officer
ghall retire at a certain age, and they hav
had to take their departure.

Hon. G. Taylor: A living example of tha
is Mr. McKenna who had o retire from th
position of senior inspector.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Tha
is s0. In fact, Mr. McKenna is a younge
man on appearances than one of his son
whom I know. However, the age limit ha
to be laid down and under it officers eapabl
of rendering many more years of serviee t
the State have had to be retired.

Mr. Sompson: Cannot the regulation b
amended ¥
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No,
1 do not say rhat it should be amended. L
am merely drawing attention to the fact
tkat it is unfortunate that so many had to
retive within so short a period. Hon. mem-
bers will notice that the salary of the Com-
missioner of Police has been raised to
£1,000. That 1s not too much when we take
into consideratton the importance of his
position. He has prave responsibilities to
shoulder, and recently several important sub.
departments have been brought within his
jurisdietion. Tluring the last fonr or five
vears the work of the licensing branch has
increased considerably, the duty of traffic
regulation has been added to the department,
aud the administration of the Weights and
Measures Aet has also considerably increased
the Commissioner’s responsibility.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Who is in
charge of the Weights and Measures braneh ¢

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In-
speetor (’Halloran.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I should think
he would have enough te do with the licens-
ing work.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
heavy part of the licensing work has been
done. There is a certain amounnt of admin-
istrative work to bc carried on, but the
heavy work that neeessitated inquiries and
long and careful consideration regarding .the
de-licensing of premises has been praetically
completed. The neiual work in connection
with weights and measures will be carried
out by inspectors and mechanies, and Iun-
spector ("Halloran will have sufficient time
to exercise effective supervision over their
operalions. Three new police stations have
been erected at Bassendean, Bencnbbin and
Perenjori, and a police camp at Salmon
Gums. A new station has been constructed
at Kondinin and it is anticipated that it wiil
be oecupied at the end of the month. Ten-
ders have been called for the erection of a
police station at Palmyra in the East Fre-
mantle distriet, and that building will he
erecied shortly. It is also intended to con-
struet stations at Mt. Hawthorn and Mar-
goaret River during the present year, and we
also hope to be able to provide better ac-
commodation at Williams. Regarding the
Weights and Measores Act, hon. members
will remember that it came nto operation
on the 1st July of this year. The task of
supervising and testing weights and meas-
ures and of making the legislation effecfive
in a short time, is a hig one and we have
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concentraled upon the cenire of the cify
where the largest numher of weights, sealus
and measures are in use. The work will also
be undertaker at Fremantle and almost im-
mediately the application of the Act will be
extended to country distriets (hroughout the
State. We have been held up to a cextain
extent beeause of the want of proper ac-
commodation and supervision at Fremantle.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do youn intend
to have a staff stationed there?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
do not intend to have a large staff. Most of
the work will be edrried ont by members
of the police force. Of course, we will
have to appoint some officers, but they will
earry out dutics wunder the Traffic Aet
as well. Arrangements are being com-
pleted regarding suitable quorters at
Fremantle for the accommodation of those
who will take charge of the inspection of
weights and measures and traffic work as
well. The traffic office at Fremantle is in
almost as had a condition as the Perth office
was two or three years ago. I hope we will
be in possession of more suitable premises
in a short time.

Hon. Sir James Mitebell: Everyone will
ke in the Government service soon.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
all very well for the hon. member to talk
like that. Just now he wanted more elec-
toral officers appointed! Theve is always
a tendency to inerease the number of eivil
servants, seeing that the State is expanding
and progressing. The public ard entitled to
the protection that is extended under the
Weights and Measures Act. They have not
heen given a fair deal for the last ten or
twelve vears. At the same time, we do not
desire to unduly cxtend the personnel of the
serviee by inereasing the staff more than iy
necessary. We must go slowly. The mem-
bers of the police force have given a lot of
attention fo ambulance and frst-aid work,
and 98 per cent. of the foree hold first-aid
certificates.  That means that throughouk
the State in ecountry centres and elsewhere,
should accidents nccur there is alwavs n
policeman available wha is at least able to
render first aid to the injured.  Experi-
ments have been carried out by the West-
ralian Farmers Ttd. with a view to provid-
ing a broadeasting outfit for use by the
police patrol in the metropolitan area. Tt
was antieipated that we wonld be able to
instal a wireless plant for £300 or £400.
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When the experiments were carried out,
however, we found that an inadequate scr-
vice would be obtained. Hon. members will
agree that it is useless to bave an ineffi-
cienl or inadeguate service. During the last
week or so we have been condueting, in
conjunetion with GWWF—the Westralian
Farmers’ broadeasting station—further ex-
periments in that direetion, and if it is de-
monstrated that an efficient service can be ren-
dered without undue cost, we ghall go ahead
with the projeet. If we find that the ex-
pense is too great, the scheme will go by
the board. If it is proved to be an economic
proposition, we hope to instal the system
during the vear.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Will yon bave
A wireless set at each police station?

The MINTSTER TOR JUSTICE: Ne.
The idea is to have a plant installed on the
police ear so that, should its services be re-
quired, instructions will be broadcasted and
the pntrol will be able to pick np the mes-
sage and speed away to the point where
their presence is necessary.

Mz, Griffiths: Mr. Coxon went up North
and conducted some successful experiments
there.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
experiments T refer to are being conduected
by Mr. Coxon as well.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T have
very little to add in conclusion. The Police
Department are fully cognisant of the neces-
sity for employving motor vehicles to assist
in the regolation of traffic. To this end
it is proposed to inerrase the fleet of vehicles
by two extra motor ecycles.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [7.317: T notice that the salary of
the Commissioner of Police has been raised
to £1,000 a year. When we remember the
inereasingly large number of duties devolv-
ing upon that officer we can all approve of
the increase. He has done worderfully good
work in that office and has an excellent
force. No Btate is better served by its
police then is Western Austrslia. T take
it that the regulation of traffic includes the
control of people who sell sweep tickets in
the streets. T understand that comes under
the supervision of the police and is not a
matter for the munieipal authorities.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Minister for Justice: Anybody who
obstruets traffic can be proceeded against by
the police.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the police will not be interfered with but
wil! be allowed to administer the Act.

The Minister for Justice: They are.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
is a law against gambling of any sort, and
while we can never hope that it will be
perfectly administered, it is a pity that so
many people shonld be permitted to engags
in selling tickets in Perth.

The Minister for Justice: Tt is very diffi-
enlt to refuse permission.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
see how tbe Minister can approve of it.

The Minister for Justice: It is decreasing.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Dgereas-
mg! The Premier told representatives of
the Council of Churches that the Govern-
ment had put down gambling, and yet it
goes on worse than ever. Then the Minister
for Mipes said if he had his way he wonll
put down gambling, and still there is more
gambling. Now another Minister tells us
that gambling is decreasing. T should like
to believe that it was.

Mr. Marshall: If we are going to put it
down we should start on the racecourses.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.

member always starts at the wrong end.

He has an imperishable instinet for taking
the wrong turning. There is too much
gambling nowadays, and it is regrettable
that so many people should be selling sweep
tickets in the streets. If it is the duty of
the police to control that sort of thing, they
should discharge their duty. Tt was pointed
out the other day that a great deal of money
was sent from Western Australia to Tat-
tersall’s, and it was contended that our
people might as well be given an oppor-
tunity to gamble here and keep the money
in the State. There is a difference between
Tattersall’s and other sweeps. Tattersall’s
deduct 10 per cent. of the proceeds and the
balance of the money is devoted to prizes,
but many of the local sweeps give prizes
amounting to probably £100 and eolleet
£1,000. Tt is possible to do that beeause
there is no limit to the number of ticketa
that might be sold.

The Minister for Justice: There is & limit
of 50,000 tickets.

Mr. Panton: The applicant for permis-
sion has to state the number of tickets and
present a balance sheet.
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Hon Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Fifty
thousand tickets at half-a-erown would
amonnt to a considerable sum, Most of the
sweeps, I believe, are conducted for charit-
able purposes.

The Minister for Justice: All of them.

Hon, Bir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
not so mueh objection to sweeps when the
proceeds are devoted to charities.  Still,
vambling has a very had influence on yonng
people.

Mr. Sleeman: All Governments have con-
aoned it by imposing a tax of 1d. on every
ticket issucd by a bookmaker.

1Ton. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That has
heen done for vears.

Ay, Sleeman: Thev ave prepared to wink
#l gambling on the racecourse, and they
refuse to give the same facilities elsewhore

Lfon, Sir JAMES MITCRELL: The hon.
member most admit that it is possible to
have too much gambling, that its influence
is too widespread and thut it is vroving
hormful,

M, Slecman:
low!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHFLL: It is not
a nuestion of the big fellow. T suppose
the hon. member goes to the races.

Mr. Sleaman: I wounld not 2o to such =
place.

Hon, Sir JAMES MTTCHELL: I dare
say the hon, member goes occasionally and
puts & pound on a horse. I have no ob-
jeetion to that, but T am satisfied that gambl-
ing does no rood. A lot of people ara
nrone to say that big men are permitted
to samble and other men are not.

Mr. Sleeman: You are always afraid to
tackle the big fellow.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That i-
a cheap sneer that ill-heeomes the hon. mem-
her.

Mr. Bleeman: It is true.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is not
true.

Mr. Sleeman: The Government collect =n
penny en cvery ticket issued by a book-
maker and then you talk sbout gambling.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It may
secin illogical to collert that tax when gambl-
ing is really illegal.

Mr. Sleeman: Tt is inconsistent,

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt is not illegal to gam-
e with = bookmaker on a racecourze. He is
lteensod.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The rac-
ing elubs sell the licenses in order to eafch
the fees.

Do net touch the big fel-
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Mr. Sleeman: And the Government praec-
tically license bookmakers by collecting the
tax.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Tact of the Government collecting a tax on
bookmakers’ tickets does not make the act
logical because, in effect, it is equivalent to
the Government licensing bookmakers. I
do not know that gambling on racecourses
does as much harm as does the gambling
earried on elsewhere. The member for Fre-
mantle is waiting anxiously for me to say
something about White City. I am deplor-
ing the fset that gambling has become so
oeneral, and the Minister also must deplore
it. It cunnot do goed; il must be doing
considerable harm.

The Minister for Justice: The sweeps
have been severely curtailed. Not more than
one a month is allowed, whereas previously
they were run promiseucusly.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL :
never were run promiseuonsly,

The Minister for Justice: They were.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not at
all.

The Minister for Juslice: When T first
tavk over the department numbers of
sweeps were heing run,

o, Sie JAMES MITCHELL: Very few
were heing ru.

The Minister for Justice: Even the few
have heen curtailed.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
no proof of that.

"The Minister for Justice: There is proof
in the records.

Hon. Sir JAMES MU'tCHELIL: Formerly
people did not spend the whole of their time
selling sweep tickets, as is done now, I[f
it is the duty of the police to stop it, there
iz no reason why they should net carry out
that duty.

Mr, Sleeman: Gambling throughout the
State is either right or wrong, and if it is
wrong it should bhe stopped.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The mem-
ber for Fremantle is a whole-hogger.

Mr. Panton: All Fremantle members are
whole-hoggers.

Mr, Sleeman: Gambling eannot be right
for one lot of people and wrong for another
Int.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course not, Tt may be inadvisable for one
lot and it might not hurt the other lot very
much. Tt is no more immoral to put 5a.

They
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on the totalisater than to pay 5s. to go to
a theatre.

My, Sleeman: Or play eards itn a club.

Hon. 8Bir JAMES MITCHELL: But there
should not he opportunities in the strects
for young folk to ganible. The member £or
Fremantle must surely approve of thal
sentiment,

Myr. Sleeman: Treat nll people ulike.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T have no
ohjection to that.

Mr. Sleeman:
all go.

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: I have
no objeclion to treating all alike, but if we
did it we should make ourselves Inok
ridienlous.

Mr. Sleeman: You are determined to be
inconsistent.

Hon. Sir JAMES JMITCHELL: For
nrany vears it has been the custom to hold
race meetings periodieally and no greag
harm has resulted. TFrom {hat, however,
all sorts of gambling has grown up, and
if the duty of controlling it develves npon
the poliee, they shonld be allowed to do it
without interference.

The Minister Tor Justice: There is no
inierference.

Hon, Siv JAMES MITCHELL: Then |
hope they will o to White City and taekle
the enmbling there at the earliest oppor-
trmity.

The Minister lor Justiee: You know it is
a different White City {rom what it was
three or fonr vears ago. The unlimiterd
ganthling on wheels and that sovt of thine
has been absolutely cut ont.

MHon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL ; T hope
that it has: T do not know beeanse T have
not been there.

The Minister for JYustice: You ean aceept
my word that it is so.

Hon. Sir JAMRES MITCHELL : Very
often T hear the mareh of feet on the way
to White Citv. IE the police have control
of thase praple, I hope they will exereise it
and not permit the wholesale zambling that
is going on at present. T should like to eall
the Minister’s attention to the faet thai
the salary of the Chief Tnspeetor i5 to e
redueed this vear.

The Minister for Juatice: Na, thore is
an allowance to be added to that amnout.

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL: The salary
for the office was €22 last year and the
amount provided for this year is £330,
There is a great disparity between that

Stop the lot or let them

[ASSEMBLY.]

salary nnd the salary paid to the Comniis-
sioner, and this inspeetor ranks next to the
Commissioner.

The Minister for Justice: The Cliet In-
spector comes under the police award.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: lie voines
under the Publie Service Commissioner.

The Minister for Justice: Not now.

Hon. (. Taylor: Does he belong tu the
Pylice Assoeiation?

The Minister (or Justice: Palice salaries
have nothing to do with the ’ublic Serviee
Commissioner, .

Hon, Siv JAMES MITCHELL: They
have something to do with us and Lhat is
sullicient for me. .\ salary of £330 as com-
pared with a salary of £1,000 shows a big
difference, and all the other ofiicials in Lhe
foree have to rank below the salary of the
Chiel Tnspeetor.

The Minister for Justive: [ assure vao
that the oecupant of the position is draw-
ing the sune salary that his predecessor
The dilference is made up !

reeeived, v

allowances.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I assure
the Minister that it is not so on the Dsti-
mates, I understand that the present oecu-
pant of the post is mcrely acting in that
capacity.

The Minister for Justice: He will get the
same remuneration ns the previons oceu-
pant, In addition to his salary he gets an
allowsnee of £72 a year,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We can
only «eal with the Estimates ag ithey are
printed. A chief inspector reaches his posi-
tion after many years of serviee. When we
compare the salary paid to this official with
the zalaries enjoyved by other officers, we
eannot say that it is a magnificent remunera-
tion. The other inspectors must have their
salaries based on ihat of the chief inspeetor.

The Minister for Justice: They all re-
ceive allowances. That is the worst of the
police force. You cannot tell what a police-
man i3 earning. Members used te think a
policeman received only 10s. a day, but with
all the allowances he gets, such ns for food,
clothing, lodging, efe, we find that he re-
ceives up to 15s. a day.

Hor. Sir JAMES MITCHETLT.: Thev
must  have vniforms. They are seat-

tered abont all over the State where fthe
eonditions vary, and naturally they must
receive allowanees, The foree is an exeel-
lent one and doing wonderfully pood service.
1 should not like to be on point duety in
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Perth. If I were a magistrate dealing with
cases that were brought before me I should
make the penalty pretty stiff in the case of
those who transgressed the tratfic law when
there were no policemen about. Although
the tines do seem heavy, I dv think that when
people drive too quiekly, merely because they
are not in the presence of the police, they
should be severely dealt with.

The Minister for Justice: It is seldom an
accident happens when the traffic is being
regulated.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: People
should be severely punished when they drive
turiously when out of sight of the police.
All men are apt to drive quickly wheu
they are late for dinner, or there is
some other apparently important reason.
J think Mr. Angwin was once fined for
passing on the wrong side of a lamp
post. There is nothing in the Estimates to
which I can objeect. It is merely a matter
of the police being allowed to carry out
their duties in every direction witLout inter-
ference. I hope that will be the case for the
future.

HON. &. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[748]: On these Estimates we are dealing
chiefly with wages and salaries, and there is
not much we can discuss. I have been read-
ing through the report of the Comnnissioner
of Police, who makes a number of sugges-
tions for the information of the Minister. He
£8YS i—

In my opinion the section of the Traffic
Act denling with the punishment of drunken
drivers requires amending. It should be com-
pulsory for the court, on convietion, to dis-
qualify such a person for life from holding
a driver’s license.

The Minister for Justice: Jf the hon.
member had to put up with all the requests
that T receive from people for remissions of
penalties, he would find himself a busy man.
I do not take much notice of them

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: T am not ottacking
the Minister, but I merely wish to know
whether the report of the Commissioner car-
ries any weight with him,

The Minister for Justice:
does.

Hon. G. TAYLOR:
goes on to say—

Of eourse it
The Commissioner

In regard to the dangerous driver, more
partieularly the ‘‘road hog,’’ he is almost as
great a menace to the safety of the public as
a drunken driver.
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The Commissioner realises the danger of
this class of driver. Anyone who takes
liquor or is likely to drink more than is
good for him should not attempt to take
charge of a motor car, Something should
be done in this matter. The Comnissionen
goes on to say i—

The court should have power when an of-

fender of this description is convicted to dis-
gualify hum for life from driving a motor
vehiele.
The Commissioner, with his experieuce, must
realise the seriousness of the position when
he makes a recommendation of this nature.
He is not putting up these things for pas-
time, or for the good of his health. I do
not believe he wounld dream of putting up
anything so drastic as that for emhodiment
in an Act of Parliament. I believe the Com-
missioner has said these things in his report
to direct the attention of 1he Minister and
the Government to these matters. His ob-
jeet is to eanse some power to be given to
those administering the law to overcome
these difficulties, so that any steps that might
be taken would be taken at the wish of Par-
linment itself.

Mr. Sleeman: He may change his mind.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T do not think the
Commissioner would like to see anything
like this embodied in a Bill. His remarks
are designed to draw the attention of the
Minister to the enormity of the situation.
He goes on to say—

I am of opinion that when it can be shown
to the court that n person bas caused an acci-
dent thrungh losing eontrol of the vehicle from
the canses I have set out, he or she should
be disqualified for life from obtaining a
license.

One could hardly think that the Commis-
sioner wunld advocate in cold hlood sueh
harsh treatment unless it were a case of
desperate rcmedies being required for des-
perate diseases. I am sure his desire is to
direct the attention of the Minister to the
matters ynder review. I do not know
whether :is remarks will have that effect.
T know tlie Commissioner, and when I rcad
these remirks in the report I was amazed.
I bave hal many conversations with him
abont matters affecting my district, and T
have always found him to be a most
rational man, anxious to oblige, and who nl-
ways looks at things througl: wide spectacles.
Tt makes one think there must be some
necessity for tightening up our laws in this
respect.
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The Minister for Justice: It is a condem-
nation of those people who are inclined to
transgress.

Hon. (, TAYLOR: Sueh people do not
read the Comnmissioner’s veport. 1 they did
vead it, ana realised that tliese points had
not heen emj-hasised by the Minister con-
trolling the department, and that Parlia-
ment had tsken no heed of them, the advice
would never serve as a delerrent to them.
We ought to take some heed of these things.
If we are of opinion that these wurds arve
written withcut rhyme or reason, then we
caunot expee. otier people to pay much
attention to them. T sugwest the Minister
should have & conference with the Commis-
sioner of Police if he thinks he has written
this report without justification. T am sat-
isfled that he his had strong justification
for his remarks.

Mr. Panton: You have only to read the
papers to see that.

The Minister for Justice: The courts are
inflieting stiff penalties upon offenders.

Hon. G. TAVLOR: And they should do
s0. T am pleased that the Commissioner
has made this reference. Members of his
staff read this report. If they think no heed
is paid to it they will say, “What is the use
of disturbing ourselves, Here is a man we
ought to arrest, but if we do take him up
he will only be fined a few shiliings.”

The Minister Jor Justice: More like £20,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If they think that
Parliament takes no heed of these state-
ments, or of the adrice that is given hy the
Commissioner to the Government, this must
have a bad effect upon the foree. On the
other hand, if the advice of the Commis-
sioner is followed, his staff must say there is
some semblance of cnthusiasm in Parlia-
ment in the direction of protecting the pub-
lic from these road hogs. This wonld have
a stimulating effect upon the foree, and
would also tend to retard the activities of
those who come within the definition given
by the Commissioner. I am grateful to the
Commissioner for giving us this informa-
tion, and for cmphasising it as strongly as
he has done. Tf we wish to have a good
and efficient police foree, we ust have
contented one. We must have a foree that
realises that those who are administering the
affairs of the country and making its laws
are standing behind them when the time
eames for them to see thnt those laws are
observed. They must feel that the Government

[ASSEMBLY.]

are standing bebind them in the executic
of their duty. The only way we can have
contented foree is by showing that our syu
pathies are with it. T am sure members
the police .Joree must feel we have not mu
sympathy for them whea they find that v
are leaving legislation which affects them :
much, at the bottom of the Notice Pape
The Police Act Amewdlment Bill has be
left ot the bottom of the Notice Puper clo
to the Dog et Amendment Bill.

The Premier: You cannot discuss that.

Hon. G. TAYL.OR: The Premicr ecann:
give instruetions to the Chajr.

Ar, Sleeman: You know the (‘ommi
sioner does not want it. Fle has changed |
mind within 12 months.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
bers must not interject.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the Governme
are anxious to give the Cowmissioner th.
which he does uol want, and have a burnir
desire to withhold from bim what he dol
want, as set ont in his report, 1 do not kno
where he wil! find himself.

Mr. Sleeman: He may change his mir
about that later.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T know I cannot di
cuss that measure, but T also know I shs
not have sny opportunity to discuss it.

The Premier: You would not have a co
tented force if its members were not pe
mitted to form an association. 1 do n
know anyone who has eaused so muoch di
content in the force as yuu have.

Hon. &. TAYLOR: I do not know that
have done so.

The 1Premier: Ok, no! You chased thei
out of vour office when they wanted pe
mission to form a union.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I did not chage the
out.

The Premier: This is a very belate
championship of the police foree.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The change of fro
the Premier is trying to accuse me of
nothing like lis on the question of wunen
ployment.

The Premier: Is that so?

The CHATRMAN: Hon. members mus
keep order.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T%d not the Premie
lock the deors 15 keep them out?

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. &, TAYLOR: Will vou keep th
Premier in his place, Mr. Chairman?

Hon. mer
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The CHAYRMAN : The hon. member
must keep order.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am keeping order,
but you allow the Premier to interject, and
there is not a word from the Chair. T am
not going to be bluffed by the Premier.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T will call the hon.
genlleman’s bluff. Let him not think he is
going to give instructions as to how the
bpsiness of this Committee is to he con-
ducted:

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. riembers must
keep order and cease from interjecting.

Hon. & TAYLOR: 1 say we shall not
have a contented force unless we give those
concerned some consideration. The Govern-
ment have not given thenm: the consideration
that Parliament desires they should get.
Parliament desires these men to be treated
as they ought to be, and Parliament also
desires that their wishes shonld be met.

The CHATRMAN: Order! I will ask
the hon. member not to deal with that sub-
Ject.

Hon. G. TAYLOR:
much, anyhow.

The Minister for Lands: The hon. mem-
ber must not reflect on the Chair.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I min not reflecting
on the Chair.

The Minister for Lands: You are treat-
ing the Chair with contempt.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am not treating
the Chair with contempt. If Ministers
were as courteous to the Chair as T am,
we would get on better. 1 am pleased to
observe that the Estimates contain pro-
vigion for inereases. T would like to know
what 15 the salary provided for the last
appointee to the position of inspector in
the CID. T do not see the item on the
Bstimates. The appoiniment is one on
which T heartily congratulate the Minister.
I have known the promoted officer for many
yoars. He is a most capable man. What-
ever the salary attaching to the position
may be, T know the man appointed is
worthy of it. Let me add that those who
preceded him in the position were also
highly eapable men. The police force is a
credit to the State, and T hope that what-
over this Parliament may decide, it will not
do anything unfair to the officials of the
Police Department. On the other hand, T
trust there will be an opportunity for Par-

I have got in that
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linment to do something to create a better
feeling among the memhers of the police
force. .

ME. SAMPSON (Swan) [53]: Western
Australia has a fine record in respect of
its police. 1 doubt whether in any part of
the world a more painstaking or more cap-
able set of polize officers is to be found.
Our force sets a great example in the con-
duct of traffic and in the discharge of police
duties generally. Motorists are frequently
eriticised, and uandoubtedly in some cases
with ample justification; bu! it is remark-
able that in econnection with road traflic
horse-driven vehicles escape eriticism al-
most entirely. Yet if at night we go through
the suburban and the outer suburban dis-
tricts, to say nothing of the country, we
find many horse-driven vehicles provided
with merely a burrieane lamp hung mid-
way between the two wheels. The result is
that other users of the road are in doubt,
until they reach the vicinity of the horse-
drawn vehiele, whether it i3 going or com-
ing. In thai matter need and opportunity
for aection exist. The samc remark may be
made of wandering stoek, which are a
great danger to road usérs. I do not say
this in any spirit of carping eriticism; but
while we hear so much of lack of considera-
tion on the part of motorists, we seldom
if ever hear anything of the came sort about
drivers of horse-driven vehicles, which are
often more dangerous than motors, and fre-
quently do not emry a light at all. As to
motor traffic and wmotor drivers, if any
suggestion ean bhe made it is that there
should be a strieter examination prior to the
issne of a lieense. No one could object to
the cxamination being made a striet one.

The Minister for Justice: It is not the
new driver generally who gets into trouble,
but the expericneed Jdriver, who takes
risks.

Mr. SAMPSON: The new driver, be-
canse of the fact that he or she is not used
to the vehicle, will oceastonally lose his or
her nerve and push his or her foot on the
accelerator when it should be on the clutch
or the brake

The Minister for Justice: The new driver
is more careful,

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister is a care-
ful driver of long standing, and he knows
it to be a fact that when cne has driven a

:anotor for a while; one does what is neces-

sary almost by instinet, use having become
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second nature. Personally T do not want
to meet a new driver when I am in a tight
corner. I think the examination should be
made stricter than it is to-day. I know
of cnses where a license has been issued
when, in my opinion, the party was not
qualified to take a car out on the road. A
tribute may properly be paid to the co-
operation which is afforded by the Royal
Automobile Club of Western Australia.
The club is doing splendid work in sign-
posting the roads, and also in inculeating
& spirit of regard for the road rights of
others. The club, with nearly 6,000 mem-
bers, is doing great service in this State;
and here, in contradistincticn fo the posi-
{ion in South Australia, the police force
work in close unigon with the elub. There
is a thorounghly cordial feeling between the
club and the police, and the results are to
the advantage of all concerned. I hope the
elub’s work will he continued and extended.

MR. MANN (Perth) {8.11]: I naturally
take a great interest in the Police Estimates,
becanse for nearly quarter of eentury I was
in the service of the department; and there-
fore know the diffieulties with which mem-
bers of the force have to contend. Police
officials have many masters besides their
immediate chiefs and inspectors. They have
the public to serve, of course; and anything
that disagrees with public taste is usually
bronght before members of Parlinment, and
through themn hefore the Minister. Therc-
fore the task of the police is by no means
an easy one. The member for East Perth
(Mr. Kenneslly), speaking recently of the
police, said it was time the people roalised
that the police were just ordinary Govern-
ment servants. I interjected that they were
a good deal more than that; and so they are.
In former times a police officer was merely
a keeper of the peace. Nowadays the police
have to undertake a hundred and one other
duties. TFor instanee, in the city, besides
maintaining the peace and keeping the city
free from crime, they administer the Traffic
Act in all its phases, the liquor laws, and
the Weights and Measures Act, besides other
legislation; and, in addition,they render first
aid in cases of accident. After serving in
the city for some years, n police officer may
be transferred to the ecountry, where, besidrs
performing police duties, he has to collect
statisties, aet as Clerk of Courts, register
births, deaths and marriages, and attend te
rond board regulations. The police have to
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be & little above the ordinary individual t
carry out all those varied services. I thiuk
we can look with satisfaction and pleasure
upon the work done hy the Western Aus.
tralian police force. Very rarely do e
hear of any action by a police officer thal
is not a credift to ibe service. A passaze
in the report of the Commissioner of Poliec
to which I desire to refer is that where ke
draws attention to appendix “G,” whicl
shows that last year 71 persons were killed
and 624 injured in street accidents, while
in 1925-26 the respective figures were 53
lilted and 519 injured. The increase is
large, and I am sure the Minister realises
that also. It is just a question of what i
hest to be done to reduce the number of
deaths, mostly caused by motor accidents,
and the nnmber of the injured. I consider it
necessary to tighten up the issuing of motor
licenses, and I agree with the Minisiers
vemark that the temperament and disposi-
tivn of the applicant will have to be eon-
sidered just as well as his ability to drive
a ear in and out of a gate by way of test.
Fixcellent. work has been performed by the
wemen police, work that is litile heard of.
‘Phe Minister would he well advised to dis.
enss with the Commissioner the necessity for
inereasing their pumber.

The Minister for Justice: I have already
done s0 and I am very favourably inelined
to the suggestion.

Mr. MANN: I nm pleased to hear that.
The Minister for Justiee: They are doing
very fine work.

Mr, MANN: A few weeks ago a neigh-
beur asked my wife to go to a house close
by and see what was happening there, Mrs,
Mann found that the wife was ill wilth tuber-
culosis, the husband was intoxicated and
there were three little children without any-
ope to care for them. They did not know
to whom to turn for nssistance and when
my wife spoke to me about it, I rang up
the women police and Mrs. Dugdale visited
the home. She did all that was neeessarr,
She called in a doctor to attend to the sick
woman for a couple of days and got hold
of the husband and seeured his agreement
to support his children in a home to whieh
she took the children. She had the woman
admitted to the Perth Hospital for a week,
after whieh she was taken to the Woorolon
Sanatorium. Few people realise that that
is part of the work of the women polie,
Another instanee that I know of was onc
in which a1 widow died, leaving five girla.
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The eldest had to take charge of the ather
four and one of the lniter commenced to give
trouble, The eldest girl went to the women
police ahout it, and Mrs. Dugdale tock the
offending girl to her own home and kept her
there for a week or {wo in order to ascertain
whether there was any viciousness in the
airl’s character, or whether she could be pro-
perly controiled and weaned awny from her
companions. FLooking down ihe Jist of work
performed by the women police for the past

year, and realising how mueh is en-
tailed in the tasks set ouil there,
T think the Minister weonld he well

advised to double the number of women
police and fo have 10 women engaged in
that work. In the list 1 find that 111
women were cautioned for drinking and
neglecting ftheir homes and children, 67
girls and women were assisted, 22 girls and
women placed in homes, 23 girls and women
taken to hospitals, 13 situations found for
girls and women, three cases of first aid
rendered, 31 women and girls logated, 20
children provided with temporary homes,
13 children removed from immoral sur-
roundings, 16 abtconders located, three lost
children found, five women reconciled %o
their homes, and so on. That is jolly fine
work on the social side of our lives, and
it 15 work that conld very well he extended.
T am indeed pleased io know that the Min-
ister has already disenssed with the Com-
missioner the question of increasing the
rumber of women police. In reply to the
Leader of the Opposition, the Minister said
‘hat the present Chief Tnspector was draw-
ng the same salary as his predecessors, T
weeept that statement, but there is a point
hat T would like to bring hefore the Min-
ster’s notice. There may be a technieality
hat prevents that officer receiving the full
umount of salary because he is acting as
hief Inspector and has not been appointed
o the full position. The point I desire to
nention is that when that officer is retired,
ds retiring allowanee will be ealenlated on
lte salary he will be drawing at the time,
nd allowances will not he taken into con-
ideration at all. That means to say that
iz allowance will be based on £550 and not
n £622, and that will maka s considerahle
ifference to him. T Delieve the Minister
7ill overcome that diffeulty if it is at all
ossible. Speaking as an old officer, T want
o congratulate the Minister on the fine
rip he has of his departmental work. He
as other large department: under his con-
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irol but 1 have been placed in a positien
of being able to appreciate the Minister’s
effective eontrol and grip of the Police De-
partment. On several oceasions I have had
to go to him with grievanees and I found
he knew just as mueh of the position as
did, if not more. I take this opportunity
of expressing my appreciation of his atii-
tude. -

MR. SLEEMAN {Fremantle} [8.21]:
I wish to refer to the Inek of cars for the
Jiolice in Fremantle to enable them to carry
out their duties. [ helieve the wmatter has
recetved some attention and that efforts are
tn be made to provide ears or motor eveles.
From time to time we have had the speec-
tncle of police officers endeavouring to chase
~peed hogs, hut the poliee vehicles have been
wholly madequate for the work.

The Minister for Justice: Thuat matter
has been dealt with.

Mr. Mann: The Commissioner deals with
that tn his report.
Mr. Davy: When they do eaich an

offender, it is generally the wrong one.
Mr. SLEEMAN: Tt is certain they are
not likely to eatch the proper eulprit in the
cars at their disposat now. In his report
the Commissioner of Police points out that
drunken drivers and others who commit
serions offences against the traffic regula-
tions should he disqualified for life from
driving motor vehicles. Ii{ is necessary to
eatch an offender before he can be con-
victed, and ther¢ are nuite a numher of
these speed hogs who have yot to be caught.
At Fremantle thrre are many of these of-
fenders to be seen, partienlarly around the
main streets. T frequently proceed along
Queen Vietoria-street and it is a regular
thing there to see motorists speeding along
at between 40 and 50 miles an hour. Un-
less the police ave provided with fast cars,
there is little ehanee of their dealing with
this menace. 1 believe motor eyeles are
worse than motor ears, and it is no good
sending an officer in an obsolete vehicle to
attempt to cope with either The offteers
of the Traffic Branch who are located in
Fremantle are honsed in premises that are
altogether unsuitable and inadequate. I be-
lieve the inspector of weights and messures
also requires accommodation snd I suggest
to the Minister that there nre buildings at
Fremantle that could be purchased at a rea-
sonable price and provision made so that
all the Government departments requiring
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accommodation could be housed fogether.
These include the Traffe Department,
Weights and Measures Department, and
the Water Supply Department, while there
may be others us well. I notice the follow-
ing referecnee in the annuai report of the
Commisioner of Police:—

The time i fast drawing near when at peak
periods of traffic the present practice of per-
mitting vehicles to make right-hand turns out
of one street to amother will have to cease at
certain points in Perth and Fremantle, ag well
ns vchicles reversing the direction in which
they are proceeding in eertain busy streets.
That is what the Commissioner sets out in
his report, yet we have the spectacle of an-
other Government officer compelling vehieles
to tauke a direet right-band turn out of
Adelaide-street into Queen-street. It is
peculiar that tbe Commissicner of Police
can hold those opinions and include that
extract in his report; yet an official ean act
directly in opposition to his recommenda-
tions,

Mr, Mann: That has been rectified.

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, it has not and it
is not likely to be rectified if what I hear
is true. There are people who have becn
soured against the taxi drivers, and are not
prepared to give them & fair deal

Mr. Davy: What abous Howard-street?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am simply discuss-
ing the report of the Comnussioner and the
attitude taken up by one of kis inspectors
in compelling motors to do just what the
Commissioner says should not be allowed.
The position is farcical. This should not
be rvegarded lighily, and equal treatment
should be meted out to Fremantle and Perth.

The Minister for Justice: We treat them
alike. When that is the practice in Perth,
we will do it in Fremantle too.

Mr., SLEEMAN: I hope that will he
soon. I trust the Minister will give con-
sideration to the suggestion T make regard-
ing the housing of depariments in Fre-
mantle.

ME, MARSHALL (Mnrchizon) [8.29]): I
am pleased to pay a fribute to the efficient
work performed by the police force during
the past few years. Probably thai may be
due to the fact that the head of the depart-
ment iz rather effieient in the way he con-
trols his subordinate officers. We can with
gome pride review all sections of the activi-
ties of the Police Department. On many
oceasions T have been compelled to approach
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the Commissioner for small concessions an
to appeal to him to give consideration {
certain requests, and I have always foun
him to be very considerate and usually ver
Lroad in his outlook. Wkhile I propose t
criticise a paragraph in his latest annual e
port, I want it to be understood that I d
30 more with a view to assisting the Commi:
sioner than with the object of embarrassin
lhim. I sometimes wonder that we have s
bigh a degree of efficiency in the fore
for it is well known that = larg
number of members of the foree hav
a grievance ageinst the procedure adopte
in respect of promotions. Speaking her
& few weeks ago, I called attentio
to the fact that two first-class ser
geants, qualified for inspectorships, had bee
refused promotion—in one case for te
vears. Ultimately that officer was promote
to the position that he should have got te
years before. The Minister by interjectio
saformed me that the reason why that office
had not been promoted earlier was that n
vacancies had occurred. Where the Minigte
got his information from, I do not know, pu
T do know that whilst those two officers wer
awaiting promotion, five junior officers wer
promoted over their heads. If the Commis
sioner is right in declaring that efficiene;
is the chief faetor in~ qualification fo
promotion, then the two sergeants o
whom I speak should have been pro
moted years ago. I should like the Min
ister, when replying, to tell us why the per
sonnel of the promotional board Las bee:
altered. Unti] recently the board consiste
of the Commissioner and all the inspector
stationed from Geraldton southward. Fo
some reason unknown to me, the personne
of the board has been altered quite e
cently, and it now consists of the Commis
sioner, acting Chief Inspeetor Sellanger, an
Tnspector (’Halloran. I have no persona
srudge against any of those officers, of whon
[ know only the Commissioner. I have th
greatest respect for every officer ‘in th
force from the Commisioner downwards
All of them have rendered great service te
the State, and it is up to members of Par.
liament to appreciate it. But T should like
to know from the Minister why the personne
of the board has been altered just o a tim
when there is considerable agitation in the
foree over this very question of prorotion. T
is unfair that Tnspector 'Halloran shouls
have been appointed to the board. Nat tha
he is anything but a positively good officer;
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but for the past six years he has not been in
close assoeiation with other members of the
forve. He has been delegated to a_post in
which he assists in the control of the liquor
trafiie, and so he comes in contact with other
members of the force only in the course of
prosecutions for breaches of the licensing
law. In gli probability there are in the force
to-day officers whom he does not know at all.
Again, acting Chief Inspector Sellenger an-
other member of the board, is due ior refire-
ment almost immediately. That keing so,
probably he is a little indifferent as to what
part be may play on the promotional board.
I do not suggest that he would act dishon-
estly. But he must retire in the near future,
or submit to the findings of the other mem-
bers of the board. I should like the Minister
to explain why it is the personnel of the
promotional board has heen so signifieautly
altered. The Commisioner in his latest re-
port has this to say on the subject of pro-
motion :(—

The names of eandidates passing the exam-
inations are registered, and a board consisting
of the Commigsioner, the Chief Inspector and
a first-class inspector, sit as required and selcct
in order of merit members of the force who,
in their opinion, should be promoted, and in
making their recommendations take into aec-
count that efficiency must be the first con-
sideration. Tt may be here stated that the
examination above mentioned is solely a quali-
fying one, and it cannot be taken for granted
that the pnassing of the same gives one the
right to promotion. There are other factors
to he eonsidered, namely, sobriety, personality,
foree of charaeter, sound judgment and capac-
ity for taking initiatiom, zeal, tact, and readi-
ness to submit to constituted authority.

T take exception to the last line.

The Minister for Justice: Then you are a
rebel.

Mr. MARSHALL: Not exactly, I know
the Minister himself has a great dislike
to those words. I do not believe the board
would be as drastic as those words might
seem to indieate. The Minister ought to
agree to the appointment of an independent
promotional hoard,

The Minister for Justice: You said just
now that Inspector O’Halloran knows no-.
tking abount the force. How much would an
independent board know?

Mr. MARSHALL: Such a board wonld
art solely on the evidence snbmitted, where-
as Inspector O’Halloran might be influenced
by the feeling that the other two officer:
know more about the foree than he does.
An independent fribunal won!d not be
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amenable to any influence or swayed by
anything but the evidence submitted to them,
whereas Inspeetor O’Halloran, having been
segregated for so long, might be prepared
to fall in with the views of his colleagues.
Coming to the reeent promotion in the Crim-
inal Tnvestigation Department, I under-
etand that Inspector Purdue—a total
stranger to me—is a very efficient and able
oficer. [ have nothing derogatory to say
of him. Having observed his very able work
in resent eriminal cases, I would not dare
to say he is not deserving of promotion, but
we must not lose sight of the fact that there
are probably other officers equally efficient
and as much deserving of promotion if good
fortune had favoured them as it has fav-
oured Inspector Purdue. Although that ap-
pointment has been made and has appealed
to the general public as being a wise one,
it does not follow that other officers, given
the same cpportunity, conld not have filled
the position just as efliciently.

Mr. Sampsen: That is a half-hearted sort
of blessing,

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not concerned
ahoul the man who is promoted, but I am
concerned about men who have not been
treated fairly. An oflicer may render the
State good service in any capacity, but an-
other officer may get all the spectacular
work and be constantly in the publie eye,
and it would be easy to permit an injustice
to be done to the other man. I am con-
vinced that a strict investigation into the
whole of the ramifications of the police foree
would do no harm, and T hope that the time
is not far distant when an investigation will
be made. T wish to refer to Sergeant
(’Halloran, stationed at Midland Junction,
and to speak chiefly of his work as bailiff
for the Midland Junction distriet. I am not
concerned whether he is getting more than
he is entitled to, but I am concerned about
the fees charged to people in the Gingin,
Mundaring, Wooroloo, and other distriefs
where loeal constables are stationed, Pro-
cesses are served in those districts by Ser-
geant Johnson, and the people have to pay
not only the service fee but a charge of
1s. a mile, and they are often people who
can ill-afford it. That is due to the Midiand
officer having the right to do this work out-
side his own distriet. It is not fair to the
people. T have no axe to grind, but T ob-
jeet to unnecessary impositions being made
that peovle can ill-afford to bear. The
Minister should give the eonstahles stationed
in those districts the right to serve such
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processes. It could be done at less expense
than by concentrating the work at Midland
Junction., I eompliment the traffie section
of the police on the able manner in which
they are handling the traffic. In saying that
I do not wish it to be inferred that all that
is desired has been accomplished, but with
the limited means at their disposal, especi-
ally the limited number of officers allowed
Inspector Huater, the efficiency of his work
commands respect. The Minister ean check
me if I am wrong, but I believe that the
revenue collected by way of fines and other
yncidentals almost eovers the cost of admin-
istration,

Mr. Mann: Do the fines go into Consoli-

dated Revenue?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes.

Mr. Mann: They must amount to a large
sum.

Mr. MARSHALL: It must be dishearten-
ing to the traffic officials when they eatch
+. toan under the influence of liquor driving
g motor car and he is fined only two or
three pounds.

The Minister for Justice: Much more than
that.

Mr. MARSHALL: Only a couple of days
ago the ‘Daily News” recorded two cases
against men charged with having, whilst
nnder the influence of liquor, driven motor
cars. Onc of them was fined £3 and the
other £30.

Mr. Mann: Were the cases heard by the
same magistrate?

Mr. MARSHALL: I cannot say. It is
remarkable that there should be sueb a big
diserepancy between the penalties imposed
for similar offences. If there was not some
geod reason for inflicting the small fine, it
is little wonder that the police bacome dis-
heartened.

The Minister for Justice: They are not
disheartened.

Mr. MARSHALL: They are doing good
work, but the two “Matchless” motor cycles
they possess are inadeguate to cope with the
work.

The Minister for Justice: We are giving
them twe more motor cycles.

Mr. MARSHALL: Probably the Govern-
ment are doing their best for the depart-
ment, but when the department is paying
its own way, the officials deserve a little
more consideration. When we consider the
great toll that motor traffie exacts from the
community in the shape of death and injury,
the Minister should not hesitate to give In-
gpector Hunter something approaching re-
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quisite equipment for the protection of
the public. Only a couple of evenings
ago a wild and woolly would-be motor
cyclist, goggle-cyed, having his hair blowing
back and with other disfigurements about
his carcase to make him look more ferocious,
cssnyed to escape from the police at Ned-
lands and finished up by colliding with a
motor ear and hreaking his leg. It is a pity
tbet his leg was not broken above his ghoul-
der .

Mr, Mann: Do not be too hard.

Mr. MARSHALL: I bave no sympathy
tor such a man. Every member in moving
about the city must ohserve breaches of the
Act being committed daily, but it is impos.
sible for Lnspector Hunter with his limited
giaff and equipment to obtain absolute effic-
icney. All things considered, he is doing
good work, and I hepe he will be encouragel
by receiving favourable consideration from:
the Minister.

The Minister for Justice: We sre provid-
ing two extra wotor eyeles and a new motsr
ear,

The Premier: A brand-new ear.

Mr. MARSHALL: Let me conclude by
complimenting the Commissioner of Police
spd every man in the service on the effic-
iency of the work,

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [8.55]: T note
in the report of the Commissioner of Police
that n serious number of pedestrians have
been killed in the streets during the past
year, quite apart from fatalities to people
riding in motor vehicles. I am not one of
those who think that pedesirians have no
rights on the road. It is difficult for us
to hold the balanee between motorists and
pedestrians becaunse sometimes we are of the
rotorists and sometimey of the pedestrians,
#nd the point of view tends io echange ac-
cording to whether we are riding in a motor
car or attempting to escape from one.

Hon. G. Taylor: You are about right
there.

Mr. DAVY: I suggest the time will come
vhen pedestrians should regard themselves
as having some responsibility for their own
safety when they are walking on roads.
When they are on the footpath they ara
within their own limits where wheeled
traffie has no right to go.

The Minister for Justice: So long as they
keep to the left.

Mr. DAVY: Most pedestrians, even sen-
sible persons, and sometimes myself, tend to
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wander about the roads as if they were ab-
sclutely immune from the attacks of motors.

The Premier: And but for coreful drivers
there would be double the number of aceci-
dents. Drivers often save pedestrians from
themselves.

Mr. DAVY: In France the people are u
little more callous than we are. Perhaps
they are too callous, but they are very prae-
tical, slthough we bave always been taught
tv regard the Frenchman as a sentimental
kind of bloke, whereas in fact he ig an in-
tensely praclical person. Since before the
war, it has been the practice in France for
@ pedestrian who gets run over to be arrested
and fined.

The Premier: That is a fact—fined for
cbstrueting the traffic.

Mr. DAVY: I am not suggesting that we
should follow that example, but we should
endeavour to strike the happy medium and
make it a recognised rule that people who
walk on the roads should waik only in cer-
tain places. If they walk in other places, they
should be guilty of a traffic offence. If peo-
ple desite to eross St. George's-terrace they
should cross at a specified place.

The Premier: They will not go straight
geross. They go at a great long angle.

Mr. DAVY: They do not content them-
selves with walking at an angle; they go
zigzag, in cireles and often hesitatingly—--

Mr. North: Or backwards.

Mr. DAVY: Or anyway they like. I sug-
gest that the running down of pedestrians on
the rondway is entirely snd absolutely un-
recessary and can be prevented by the pedes-
{rians themselves. OF conrse it is the duty
of persons driving motor cars to lock out
for people on the road. It seems
lo me there 1s a certain degree of
responsibility resting on the people to look
after themselves and to he reasonable in
their use of the road. Pedestrians some-
times make sudden movements. After all
a human being on foot eannot get out of
the way very quickly, though he ean get in
the way munech too quickly. I commend to
the Minister the suggestion that legislation
should be brought down to cast upon
pedesirians using the roadway a certain
amount of responsibility for their own
safety. I wish to refer also to another
question. At present if a person is prose-
euted for a traffic offence and sueceeds in
his defence he has to pay his owm eosts.
That is entirely unjust.
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The Minister for Justice: That is so in
cconection with many law cases,

Mr. DAVY : It is nevertheless unjust. It
is constantly happening, in my limited ex-
pericnee, that the person charged with an
offence will plead guilty in order to avoid
the eost of haviog himsgelf defended,
although he may be certain to snceeed with
his defence. That is neither just mnor
proper. Most people, however able they
may be, unless they happen to be members
of Parliament or involved in talking for a
living in some way or other, are not com-
petent to go into the police eourt and de-
fend themselves.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then a lawyer in Parlia-
ment has two chances to one sgainst other
members,

Mr. DAVY: Some members who are not
lawyers talk more than the lawyers. The
average educated and intelligent personm,
faced with the necessity of defending him-
self in the police court, is placed at a great
disadvantage unless he is used to talking
on his feet. There is no question about
that.

Hon. G. Taylor: He wounld not do it if
te could avoid it.

Mr. DAVY: If & man is charged with a
trafic offence, even though he is eonseious
of his own innocenee, it will not pay himn
to defend the case, unless the charge be a
scrious one. Particularly does this apply
to country people who may have to spend
two or three days in Perth in order to de-
fend themselves. The police, owing to the
fact that they are entirely immune from
paying costs—I am not talking about the
individual policemen paying costs—are
much more careless in laying charges than
they ought to be. I know that on frequent
oecasions they have made charges against
motorists when they had no pogsible chance
of succecding if the defendants had been
properly defended. The cure for this is
that eosts might be awarded, at the discre-
tion of the magistrate, to the defendant if
heis suecessful in his defence. I can see
no Teason why a ecitizen, fighting tha
State as a whole, should be in any less
advantageous position than when ke is
fichting another citizen. Amnother extraord-
inary aftitude has lately been adopted by
the police in taunching prosecutions. When-
ever an aceident oceurs the police prosecute
both -parties to it, whether there is any
evidence that either party is negligent or
dtherwige. *



1818

The Minister for Justice: I do not think
that is so.

Mr. DAVY : I assert that it is so.

The Minister for Justice: In some cases,
perhaps.

Mr. DAVY: I say it is the practice. A
week or s0 ago 1 was called upon to de-
fend a lady who was involved in an aceci-
dent due to a collision that occurred along
King's Park-road. I found that the other
party to the collision had also been prose-
ented. Tuekily, from the lady’s point of
view, the other party to the collision was
first on the list of persons to be prosecuted.
The first witness called for the prosecution
against the other party was my clicnt.
Then followed her witnesses, speaking iuv
her favour, and then followed all the other
person’s witnesses, speaking in his favour.
That case was concluded, and the magistrate
duly convicted the first offender. The ease
of my client was then called on. The first
witness against her was the man whe had
just beco convicted. Then followed his
witnesses and then followed my elient’s
witnesses. Members eonld hardly imagine
a more ridiculous situation. It is the duty
of the police on the evidence before them
to make up their minds as to which of the
two parties in an accident is guilty of
negligence. .

The Premier: How did your eclient =et
on ? .

Mr. DAVY: She got off. She was home
and dried, because the other person had
been convieted first.

The Premier: Luelily so, it seems.

Mr. DAVY: Such an attitude on the part
of the police is positively Qilbertian. Tt is
the doty of the Crown. before undertaking
a prosecution for what is a guasi-eriminal
offence, to make np their minds that they
can prove the charpe that they decide to
launch against a particular individual. Tt
is not suflicient to say, “This person was in
the accident, and therefore, prima facic,
was ouilty of necligence.” That is a ridieu-
lons attitude to take up. Just about the
time when a man begins to think he can
drive his car and that he cannot have an
aecident because he is driving so carefully,
he encounters a lunatie, sneh ns the man
who careered along Mount’s Bay-voad in a
gig-zag fashion and ran into an innocent
person who was on the right zide of the road.
The most careful man in the world eannot
guarantee that others will not come into
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eollision with him. He does nof know when
he will meet some lunatic, or some persorn
whose motor car has suffered a mechanical
breakdown. For the police to take up the
attitude that if there is an accident both
partics must be prosecuted, is most unjust
That is the policy at present, though I dv
not know who laid it down.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1 suppose the Premier
did.

Mr. DAVY : It is important that the
Minister should inquire into thiz matter
and see that the praetice is discontinued.
Tn the interests of justice costs should he
awardable against the police in traffie pro-
sgoutions. When the City Council under-
took traflic prosecutions they eonducted
many less than nve heing conducted now.

Hon. G, Taylor: Becanse the law was nof
fo Tigid then.

Mr. DAVY: Beonuse there were fewer
motor cars then, and beeanuse they did not
adopt the pelicy of proscenting everyone
who beeame involved in an accident. In
their case, however, the eosts were awarded
to the sncecessful defendant, and rightly too.
The time has come when the idea that the
king can do no wrong shonld no lomger
stand. The basis of any costs beinz given
against the police is the thousand-year-old
idea that the king ean do no wrong. We
have got beyond that., When the State in-
volves citizens in expensive lifigation, and
is proved to be wrong, I say the State should
bear the costs of that citizen.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J, C. Willeoek—Geraldton—in reply) [9.8]:
While it may be thought that manv of the
proseentions are undertaken frivolously, or
that prosecutions are launched for frivolous
offences, I should like the member for West
Perth to know that this is not the proced-
ure." Many ecases ocenr in the city where
some slight earelessness is apparent on the
part of drivers, involving transgression of
some comparatively minor by-law. Tnstead
of those people being brought to eourt, they
are sent into the general Traffic Ofiice. They
are not fried, but are given an opportonity
to explain their action and are given fair
warning lest they should err again.

Mr. Davy: That is a dreadful state of
affairs. That amounts to turning Inspector
Hunter into a kind of court. By Jove, that
is more outrageoums than anything T have
complained of.
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The MINISTER FQOR JUSTICE: No-
thing of the kind! There are cases of trivial
offences that are of such a pature as not to
warrant a prosecution. Very often people
who are not acquainted with the by-laws
leave their cars in the street for longer than
the time allowed. It is not fair to prosecute
persons who have come up from the country,
and who cannot be expeeted to know all the
by-laws of the eity. They may have busi-
ness to do which may detain them longer
than they expected. The heavy hand of the
law may eome down upon them, and if they
are taken to eourt they may be fined £1.
Tnstead of that, they are brought to the
Traffic Office and warned.

Mr. Davy: It is not the job of the police
to lecture people.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Mem-
bhers would wax indignant if a country
constituent arrived in the eity, and because
he left his car standing in the street for 18
minutes was fined £1. Sueh a visitor would
not be used to the traffie laws, and members
would say that it was a case of the law hav-
ing pone mad.

Mr, Davy: Suppose a persen who was
summoned to the Traffic Ofice told the in-
speetor to go to blazes, what would happen?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: He
would say, “You will go to blazes the next
time vou commit an offence of that kind.”

Mr. Davy: That would be the proper
answer to send an inspector who ecalled you
to his office. He has no right to do that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Most
men would think that was only a common-
sense proeedure. It is what is being done.
Apparently in the opinion of the hon. mem-
ber it is the wrong procedure. T am of
opinion that it minimises the number of
offcncees that are committed. Tt means that
people are given an opportunity to learn
the by-laws.  After one or two of these
trivial misdemeanours have been pointed
out to them, they recognise that they have
heen fairly treated and will not transgress
in the futnre. They have had their warning
and are satisfied to abide by the by-laws.

Mr. Davy: But the inspector tells the
people to eall.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: He
asks them to enll. ¥He would not wreak his
vengeance upon them if they d&id not eall,
f know many people have expressed satis-
faetion with that proeedure.
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Hon. @. Taylor; 1t is & wise provision for
those who are unacquainted with the traffie
laws of the city.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: With
vegnrd to the inspectors who are on the pro-
motion board, I would point out that they
were domprised of those oflicers who were
south of Geraldton. They met together
when the ocension demavd-d, and disenssed
promotions. The greatesl grouch and ecanse
for dissatisfaction was that the Commis-
sioner’ himself took no praetical responsi-
bhility for promotions. TFhe board rerom-
mended promotions to the Minister, and
willy nilly the chief administrator of the
Police Department bad no say with respeet
to them. They said he shelved his responsi-
bility, but that it was the job for the man
in supreme eontrol of the force to have some
say in these matters. That was the eause of
grave discontent and dissatisfaction. They
said ihe chief officer should be the man to
take the responsibility. T thought there was
a good deal in that objection, and the Com-
missioner, together with the two senior offi-
cers of the servien, now takes the responsi-
bility whenever promotion is made. That
system is giving preater satisfaction.

Ttem—Weights and Mensnres, Tnapeetors,
L£720: '

Mr. MANN: Grave injustice is being done
to general -traders, espeeially small traders,
Ly. persons canvassing for the work of re-
pairing scales. The unfortunate trader, not
being well inforined, aceepts what the can-
vasser lLells him. . )

The .Minister for Justice: All canvassers
wuost now have licenses.

‘Mr. MANN: Still, T ean state to the Min:
ister eonerete cases of fraund. Here is an
ingtance given me by-one of the inspectors.
He told me that he called on a lady keeping
a little shop in Murray-street and asked her
had she had her seales testgd. She replied,
“Not vet; -the man who, does it is too busy,.
but he has seen me and told me the scales are-
out of order and the repairs will cost £..7
The inspector, incidentally, says there arve
numerous cases of this sort. Having heard
what the convasser had said, the inspector
ngked the lady to let bim have a look at the
seales and test fthem. Having tested them
iw told her that there was nothing wrong
with them; that they were in perfect order.

The Minister for Justice: Those focts
shew that the inspector is doing his job.
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Mr. MANN: I want the Minister to take
action against such people as that canvasser,
Frequently I have been rung up on the tele-
phone by traders who consider they are
being barshly treated because they have to
spend two or three pounds in getting scales
vut in order. A Leederville trader tel.-
phoned asking me what he should do in re-
gurd to his scales, and saying that a man
had been to sce them and had told bim they
would cost £2 to put in order.

The Minister for Justice: He could have
{aken them to the police office and got thera
Lested.

Mr. MANN: All these people are not 43
wide awake as the Minister. I said to this
Leederville trader, “Take your seales to the
Police Department, and they will be tested
there for you!" He did so, and was in-
formed that only a slight adjustment
was required, and that he could pget it
dcne by a mechanie for perbaps half-u-
crown. The mechanic’s charge was 2s. Gd.:
ond as the police fee was 5s., the total cost
of testing and repairing was 7s. 6d, as
sainst £2 quoted by the eanvasser. An.
other trader in the same street allowed s
eanvasser to ieke the seales away, and the
total cost to him proved to be £2 103, 1
am surprised that the Minister has not heard
¢f these matters.

The Minister for Justice: I have heard
of them. We are only going to license men
who are perfectly honest. If we hear of a
licensed mechanie being guilty of such con-
duet, he will not get his license renewed.

Mr. MANN: The Minister can get frum
Inspector O’Halloran a long list of cases in
which prosecutions for fraud would lie. 1
want to give the matter publicity through
ike Press, with a view to stopping it.

The Minister for Justice: That is highly
desirable.

Mr. MANN: The small traders who are
heing robbed cannot afford to be taken down.
Semelimes they are told that their seales
are utterly useless and that the canvasser
will supplv another scale. I hope the Min.
ister will take steps, through the department,
to stop that kind of thing.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Lands, Immigration, and
Irdustries, Hon, M. F. Troy, Minister.

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £75350:
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THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—Mt. Magnet) [9.21]: The re-
ecrd of the Lands Department is one of
eontinnous progress. Very great interest
is being taken in land seitlement, and ap-
plieations for land are, unfortunately,
greater than the supply. During the year
ended on 30th June last, applieations were
approved under conditional alienation as fol-
brws :-—Condifional purchase, 387,715 acres;
conditional purchase under Agricultura
Lands Purchase Act, 39,644 acres; home-
stead farms, 76,603 acres; and grazing
leases, 1,673,676 acres. The total applica-
tions approved during the year number
2445, for an acreage of 2,177,638. The
Land Board allocated 487 blocks, and the
total number of applicants dealt with by the
board was 3,430, These facts are evidence
of the greal interest being taken in the set-
tlement of our lands.

Hon. Sir James Miichell; There may be
Auplications included in those figures,
though.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are duplications, no doubt. The number of
rew settlers for the year is 1,107. The
nmnber of applicants approved during the
year ended June 1926, and the acreage taken
up by them are hoth in excess of the figures
for the year 1924-25 by 170 applicants and
approximately half a million aeres respec-
tively.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: The land taken
up was principally light land, I suppose.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not all
light land. Applieationy for pastoral leases
were  approved during the year for
10,709,963 acres, and the total area now held
under pastoral lease in Western Australia
is 229,970,629 acres, In the desire to meet
the great demand for land, particularly in
the wheat belt, the survey staff has been
wicreased, and the greater proportion of the
surveyors is now being utilised in the elassi-
(ication and survey of new country. At
present 52 surveyors are fully employed, ex.
clugive of four distriet surveyors who are
engaged in supervising the field work. Every
licensed surveyor able to carry out the ardu-
ous work of outback surveying is employed,
The number of surveyors working in the
field is 46. Of these 16 are engaged in sub-
divisional surveys, and seven in classifieation
surveys. Subdivisions are proceeding in the
following loealities:—South of Southern
Cross and west of Marvel Loch, Lake King,
Newdegate, east of Grass Patch, east of
Ballidu, Take Carmody, and Lake Hurle-
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stone. Classilication surveys are in progress
south of Southern Cross and east of the
rabbit-proof fence, east of Dalwallinu,
Ravensthorpe, and Forrestania. The work
of both subdivision and classification is pro-
ceding with all possible despaich, and 1
have assured the Surveyor General that I
will not stint him in regard to either men
or money for that important work. 1 want
the country opened up and classifications
made. The classifications must be made
before- the surveys are completed. The Sur-
veyor General has my instruections to put
the whole of the service at that work, and
I have undertaken to find bhim all the funds
needed for completing the work at the earli-
est possible date. During Mr. Angwin's
administration Mr. L. Bosteck was instructed
to inspect and report on Crown lands avail.
able within 1214 miles of existing railways.
The country was inspected from Mullewa tu
Albany, and eastward as far as Boddalia
on the Sonthern Cross line. The only
Crown lands not inspected within 1215 miles
of a railway were on the Yuna and Ajana
lines, and north of the Geraldton-Mullewa
line. The land on the Merredin-Narembeen
railway, then in course of construction, was
also excluded from the inspection. Some
4,600,000 geres of Crown lands were in-
spected, all within 1234 miles of a railway
—the greater proportion being light lands.
These lands are open for selection, and the
Agricultural Bank is assisting on the basis
of 50-50 in their development, the bank in-
sisting that the farmer shall have a mini-
mum of 2,000 acres. Since the inspection
there have been 1,233,000 acres of land taken
up, and to the 1st of the current month
689,000 acres have been applied for, making
a total of 1,927,000 acres.

Mpr. Griffiths: Nearly half the entire area.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. I
saw some of the crops grown on this light
country, not only this year, but last year
and in previous years; and I was very much
struck with the crops I saw in the Wongan
Hills district this season. Tt can be main-
tsined, I consider, that the use of light
lands has heen encouraged by the experi-
ments eonduected at the Wongan Hills farm.
The results there have been so satisfactory
up to date that large numbers of persons
have been encouraged to take up light eoun-
try. I do not want people to believe that
they can make a living on light land, sand-
plain eountry, unless they have large acre-
ages and carry sheep. The experiments are
not yet eonelusive. None of us knows how
long the light land will stand ecropping.
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So far, however, the experiments have been,
as I say, satisfactory, Siill, it is too early
Yyebt to say what the light lands are capable
of doing. When I speak of light lands 1
do not mean scrub lands or lands with a
clay subsoil, but sandplain country only. 1f
people take up these lands, they should not
toake them up for cropping solely, but to
curry sheep and to erop onee in three years.
building up the land in the process. Under
those conditions the light lands will, I he-
lieve, establish themselves as sound propesi-
tions. So far from the good results obtained
heing conclusive, I say that nothing con-
clusive has yet been atinined. The experi-
ments must extend over a number of years.
I would be sorry to see the settlers eropping
the light land year after year because, in
my opinion, that type of country would
rapidly become exhausted, The farmers
chould build up their country, stoek it and
not crop annuslly, At the Wongan Hills
light land experimentsl farm, lupins are
growing successfully and I think they will
prove a big factor in the suceessful develop-
ment of that class of country. It is a fine
thing for Western Australia to see the light
land earrying erops and stock. It will
mean that we will have the land alongside
many of the existing railways brought into
a state of produetivity, and there will be
more produce to haul over the rzilways.
Since its establishment in 1895, the Agri-
culiural Bank bhas advanced to ordinary
civilian borrowers £6,110,331, of which
£2,586,034 has been repaid, leaving a bal-
ance outstanding on the 30th June last of
£3,416,236. The net loss on the bank's
operations to the 31st June last, after writ.
ing off £194,874 for bad debis, was £75,220.
The purposes for which the advances were
made were: Liabilities taken over, £374,538;
purchase of stock, - £522,830; purchase of
nachinery, £108,327; effecting improvements,
£4,957,246; other rural industries such as
ussistance to butter factories, bacon fac-
tories and so on, £24791, and unallotted
£122,599, making a total of £6,110,331. Tha
amount of the loans approved doring the
past year was £507,575, of which £351,521
was for clearing new land. Compared with
1924, the year in which the Government
took office, the vear’s approvals show an in-
erease of £01425. To meet the pressing
demands of settlement, the policy of the
hank has been liberalised to provide for ad-
vances on land up to a distance of 20 miles
from an authorised railway, where there is
no doubt as to the adequacy of the rainfall.
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Mr, Ferguson: Is that on light land?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, not
on light land, but only where the security
is adeguate. Advances are also being made
on suitable areas of light land for develop-
mental purposes on a 50 per cent. basis.
With this provision, as 1 have already told
hon. members, the trustees insist that the
man receiving assistanee must have a mini-
mum holding of 2,000 aeres. In the Esper-
ance distriet loans amounting to £219,975
have been approved.

Hon. . Taylor: Covering what periol?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: TFor the
period that the Fsperance land has been
settled. The difficulties experienced in
bringing the mallee land in this part of
the State to a payable stage of productivify
is proving mmeh the same as with similar
types of country in the Fastern States.
Recently T read some artieles that appenred
in the “Australasian” rvegarding the eondi-
tions of the mallee areas ir Victorin, and
everything that appeared in those articles
could be applied equally to the malice areas
in the Wsperance district af Waestern Aus.
tralin. Those hon. memhers whe are ac-
quainted with the mallee arens know the
difficulties of farming that type of country.
The wmallee suckers and voots constitnte
big ohstacles to farming, and until they are
got rid of it cannot be expected that the
farmers will get those zood returns that are
necessary if farming there is to be profit-
able.

Mr. Griffiths: What abaut the bogey re-
garding salt? Fas that been exploded?

The MINTSTER FOR TLANDS: T have
not heard anything ahout alt there. T sup-
pose there 1s salt there just as it is to bhe
found in other parts of the State.

Hon. G Taylor: We will not know abont
that vwntil the hiz trees have been taken out.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Bat
that applies throughout Western Anstralia
and in the other States as well. Where the
land is good, there is always a percentage
of salt when the timber is removed. I do
not know that it will be worse in the Es-
perance district than elsowhere. T should
not think from the appearance of the eoun-
try that there will be more salt in the Esper-
ance arens than elsewhere. If it could have
been arranged during the early stages of
development there, I believe the hest system
that conld have been adopled to develop
those light lands would have been the grow-
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ing of oats with sheep and the provision
of water supplies. The oat stubble carries
a good burn-off and that would help to “get
rid of the mallee roots. With wheat, how-
ever, it is a different proposition. The
growth of the wheat is mcre seanty than
that of oats, with the result that the farmers
hardly ever get a good burn-ofl. I believe
that is one reason why the Esperance dis-
trict has not made more progress. Unfor-
tunately there is no water supply there and
it is impossible to earry sheep until that
diiculty has been overcomc. T am satis-
fied from my own experience, and T believe
members on the Opposition side of the
House are of the same opiuion, that the
hest way of developing the mallee lands
is as I lLiave sugeested, with oats, sheep,
and a good burn-off to eradicate the
millee roots. I1ad that poliey been adopted
‘n the mallee conntry seven or eight years
aga when setfloment first took place I be-
lieve there would be a different tale to tell
to-day. T am glad to he uble to inform
hon. members that althongh a fow months
ngoe the prosperts were hald in the Tsper-
ance distriet, rains that have fallen have
meant a great improvement. This morn-
ing | was speaking to a wheat buyer who
had just returned from the distriet and he
informed e that he felt sure there would
be an average return of ahout nine bushels
per acre. That will be fairlv good. Hon.
members realise that so for there is no real
farming in the mallee district, and in those
eirenmstances they will readily understacd
why better results are not heing - achieved
there. However, we have 1o stick to that
country until we prove it. The Govern-
ment have established an experimental
[arm at Salmon Guns and we have a ecrop
in this year. In a few years the Agrieul-
tural Department should be in a position to
state definitely whether profitable wheat
erops can be grown in that part of ihe
State.

Hon. G. Taylor: How far is the experi-
mental farm from the old Salmon Gums
hotel 2

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
about half a mile from the township and
Trom the old hotel. It iy a nice property
and conveniently situatoed.

Mr. Lindsay: Ts it all mallee country?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, the
farm ineludes mallee and salmon gam coun-
try as well. I am responsible for establish-
ing the farm at Salmon Gums. Three or four
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sites were suggested, but I chose Salmon
(Glums as being most conveniently situated.
It is on the railway line and that will en-
able farmers from the surrounding districts
to visit the farm on field days and ascertain
what is being done there. As a result of
operations there, it is expected that we will
be able to ascertain the types of wheat suit-
able for that loeality. Consequently, the ex-
perimental farm should prove a big factor
in bringing our mallee areas into a state of
productivity. Under the provisions of the
Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Aect, ad.
vances have been made amounting to £5,709,-
018 to returned soldiers, of which £1,002,481
has been repaid. The number of soldiers re-
patriated is 5,336, of whom 850, either
through sbandonment or re-possession, have
vacated their holdings. A large measure of
sueeess has attended the efforts of the board
in the wheat ani mixed farming areas, bal
the results in the Metropolitan-Suburban
and Founth-Western districtz have not been
so satisfactory. A general revaluation of sol-
diers’ securities in thoze areas, which began
while Mr. Anzwin was Minister for Lands,
is now nearing completion. The amount
which has heen found neecessary so far
to write off is €494235, of which
£379405  repre-ented advances and in-
terest and £114.761 cost of land. These
amounts will he recovered by the State
from the Commonweslth grant for that
purpose, and it is hoped that this relief will
place the seftlers in a position to make a
living and pay interest and redemption in-
stalments on their reduced indebtedness. As
to the Commonwealth grant, under which
reliot is extended to soldier settlers, the 214
per eent. rebate on money loaned for repara-
tion purposes represents £700.000, in addi-
tion to which there was the special grant of
£796,000, making a total of £1,496,000. As
hon. members ave aware, it has been found
necessary to continue the operations of the
Tndustries  Assistance Board for another
yvear. The uaclive accounts on the board’s

books total 1,073. In respect of these
044 of the assisted =eitlers are ve-
ceiving full, and 129 partial assist-

ance, Since 1917 the clients under the
board have been restricted to soldiers in re-
ceipt of assistance under the Discharged Sol-
diers Settlement Acl. It has now been agreed
to extend the provisions of the Aet to all
qualified soldiers on approved holdings, ir-
respective of whether they had aequived the
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land since the termination of the Commen-
wealth agreement in June 1524 or not. This
extension of the board’s functions will in it-
self make a continnation of the Act neces-
sary. Of the 1,073 fully and partially assisted
settlers on the board’s books, 742 or 70 per
eent., are soldier seftlers. The tolal number
of settlers indebted to the hnard is 2,031, of
whom 038 arc receiving no further assist-
ance; 396 of these aceounts, with an aggre-
gate linbility of £347,717, have been placed
on fixed mortgage, other inactive accounts
are being similarly dealt with. Advances made
by the board during the last financial year
amounted to £86.1,286, ond repayments from
crops, ete., amounted to £887,719. That of
course is very satisfactory. The lotal ad-
vances outstanding on the 31lst March last
represented £1,880,236, The losses written
off to the same date amounted to £441,103,
including bad debts written off £280,283,
cancclled debts £38,957 and administration
and trading losses £121,393. The total in-
debtedness to the Treasury amounts to £2,-
456,545, Since June, 1924, the board has
been able to finance its operalions from re-
ceipts, and the same condition of affairs is
expected to obtain this year - I hope that will
be so bevause it shows a healthy state of af-
fairs generally. The total number of clear-
ances granted by the board during the year
was 142, making a total zince its inecption
of 1,790. The total mumver of abandoned
properties on the department’s bands, in-
¢luding bank, bhoard and soldier settlement
blocks, was 640, distributed as follows:—
Metropolitan, ineluding  Fsperance, 179;
Bunbury, 170; Katanning, including Den-
mark and Ongerup, 131; Northam 64;
Narrvogin, 42; Xellerherriu, 23; Bruce
Rock, 14; Kununoppin, 13; and Geraldton 7,
Of those, 298 were soldier settlers and 76
have been assisted by the Industries Assist-
ance Board. The board’s losses sinee its
ineeplion have amounted to £441,033, bnt
as against that the vaioe of crops and pro-
duce grown by nssisted settlers has ex-
ceeded in value £11,000,000. That provision
of wealth of eourse is a guarantee that the
administration has been sound and that the
Tndustries Assistance Board has fulfilled
the purpose for which it was ereated.
Heavy demands for the supply of rabbit
netting still continue, and daring the year
490 settlers were supplied with 2,110 milea
of netting. We have 900 miles of netting
on hand and recently a coniract was signed
for an additional 200 miles. So the farmers
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will be able to secure supplies, fence their
properties and carry stock, which will in-
crease their returns very greatly. Hon.
members probably are not aware of the
great quantities of netting supplied to
settlers, Up to the 30th June, 1926, 295
settlers were supplied with 1,257 miles,
costing £58,270; and for the year ended the
30th June last 490 settlers were supplied
with 2,110 miles costing £96,652. For the
414 months of the current year 240 settlers
were supplied with 965 miles at a cost of
£44,077; 155 applications bave been ap-
proved and are awaiting the return of
mortgage documents by setilers for 630
miles representing £28,683. We have now
64 applications in hand for 247 miles of a
value of £11,280. This gives a total of 459
applications for 1,842 miles at a cost of
£84,040.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Are you get-
ting any wire-netting from the Federal
Government?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, not
now. All the supplies are being procured
locally and the whole of the Anancial
responsibility falls on the State.

Hon. @&. Taylor: You have about 1,100
miles on hand.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but
we shall not have anything like that muech
when all these other applications have been
dealt with. Now let me refer to group
settlement. The groups established, in-
cluding four groups amalgamated, number
136. There are 87 groups on individual
piecework, 43 on group piecework, and six
on partially individual and partially group
piecework, There are 1,987 settlers and
2,382 gronp holdings. There are 367,105
acres being developed under gronp settle-
ment eonditions and the total population
on the groups is 8,955. There have been
2,221 cottages erected, six cotiage hospitals
and 68 schools serving 122 groups. There
are 11,288 cows and heifers on the groups,
241 bulls, 3,197 pigs and 2,337 horses. The
total expenditure to the 30th September,
1927, not including drainage, has been
£4,841.255, and that total cost, incloding
drainage, roads and bridges and the pur-
chase of the Peel Estate, amounts to
£6,000,000. The Leader of the Opposition
the other night ecriticised the administra-
tion. Before replying to his erificism I
would ask him to refrain from eriticising
the group settlement administration. It is
not fair that he should indulge in that way.
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I have no desive to make group settlement
a party question.

Hon. Sir James Mifchell: You made s
speecch, and I replied to it.

The MINISTER IFFOR LANDS: I have tc
Jjustify my own administration, and I aw
eudeavouring to do it. The Leader of the
Opposition said that the suecess of grou)
settlement depends first upen the land
secondly upon the settler and thirdly upor
the Miunister, and that whoever happens fc
be Minister must be held responsible. Bui
the Minister cannot be held responsible
gither for the land or for the settler, twc
fundamental elements in the sueccess of
group setilement. I think the land, the
rainfall and the settler mean more than
does the adminisiration. 1f we huve gooc
land, and settlers and rainfall, then th
administration, be it ever so bad, cannol
keep group settlement back. At one time
similar eriticism was aimed at the Indus
tries Assistance Board. Yet despite inex-
perience, no maladministration could keer
back the wheat belt with its good settlers
good seasons and good prices. One ear
still ind Industries Assistance Board cliente
full of complaints against the administra-
tion. These men never seem to realise thaf
they are themselves at fault, that what is
wrong is the man himself.

Hon. G. Taylor: Surely the Ministe
does not wish lo prevent the farmer fron
grurabling ¢

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They dc
not all grumble. The fact that so many
have sucteeeded under the board is evidence
that the administration is not too bad. Wher
a man, after heing helped for nine or fen
years, doea not sncceed, it is the man him.
self who is at fault. The Leader of the
Opposition said the trouble was not with
the land. I say that in many cases it i
the land. He said also that the trouble
was fhe expendituree. T want to be
very definite about that, for in my opiniov
much of the trouble has been with the land
The poor ¢ondition of the conntry and the
poor quality of the land have been lareely
responsible for the great expenditure. When
we have poor couniry, we have to experi.
ment with it, and until we get satisfactory
results there must be heavy expenditure. A
lot of the heavy expenditure on the group
settlements has heen dne to the poor qnality
of the country. For some of the land we
have done everv thing possible and wet i
does not respond. That sort of thing has
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caused a lot of expenditure. I do not wish
to say hard things, but I am going to ask
the lLeader of the Opposition to refrain
from eriticism on this subject; for I must
defend myself and if pushed too far I will
criticise unsparingly,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Well, why not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
anember has said that he believes in the
Svuth-West bnt that I do not believe in the
South-West, He is laying himself open to
harsh criticism when he mnkes that state-
ment. | have just as much interest in the
State as has anybody else. The Leader of
the Opposition said he believed that land
was never more carefully selected than was
the land selected for group settlement, for
it had been chosen by expert officials. 1
have here the evidence given by My, Brock-
man before the Royal Commission. Mr.
Brockman said definitely that the land for
group settlement was not enrefully scleeted,
The member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay)
was a member of the commission and he will
remember the evidence. Here is an extract
from it—

708. As you have been regponsible for he
selection of the land, I presume you have been
careful!—Yes,

709. Are you aware that there are some
blocka which are not regarded by the settlers
as satisfactory?—Yes. There are some bloeks
that I felt doubtful about at the time, but I
gaw what had been dome on gimilar land by
others and T passed the blocks accordingly.

710. Did you always have in mind the faet
that so much capital expenditure would be
Involved?—I did not think the expenditura
would be so high,

711. What guided you in yonr selection of
land¥—I could not frame am estimate until
the land had been tried. I had nothing to
guide me,

735. Were you ever hard pnt to it at any
time to get any comsiderable area of landt—
The Forests Department held up large areas
for some time. Eventually some of the country
was released and then we had no diffieulty.

736. Tf that land had been released by the
Forests TNepartment earlier would you have
JethtTled light land such as that on Group 14-
N ().

737. Then vou prefer to settle the forest
country¥—There is better land there.

740.  According to vour evidenee you think
it would have been better to have more settle-
ment in the Manjimup area than at this end,
and you wounld have done that had you had
a free hand from the start?—7Yes.

741. Then you are not allogether to blame
for placing men on the light land¥—No, we
were stueck for land at that juncture. There
was & lot of disenssion about it before the
land was nsed. We went to look at holdings
compriging similar country and we wera satis-
fied that the land would grow stuff all right.
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I have seen maize 14 feet high grown on poor
land.

%70, By the Chairman: You have lived
all your life in the South-West. Until three
years ago what would you have paid regarding
some of the light land that has been opened
up?—I would have considered it useless.

771. You selected that land as satisfactory
tor group settlemeat purposes. What caused
‘ot to change yonr mind$—I saw what the
Spaniards had done on the land at Nannup.
They had fine crops of potatoes, _whﬂe vines,
grass and fruit-trees were flourishing as well.
There are other blocks where similar results

weré seoi.

Mr. Brockman was perfectly honest before
the Royal Commission. He was plainly in
the dark and had nothing to guide him. He
said definitely that had he been able to get
timber country, he would not have settled
those people around Busselton. That land
was never properly tried out. Mr. Downs
and the late Mr. Richardson reported on the
land at the Pee! Estate, Mr. Downs previ-
ously had been a settler somewhere adjacent
to the city. He tried unsuccessfully to grow
clovers when he was in charge of the Peel
Estate, and in the end he left the job. I
am not going to admit that the country is
good, because men more practical than I
know that country to be anything but good.
I think if we were to consult the present
board, all of whom are practical men, they
would tell us the same thing. The Leader
of the Opposition also said that he had had
nothing to do with the secheme for the past
314 years, and that many of the blocks since
abandoned were settled after he had left
office. I say that the blocks we are now
abandoning were settled under the hon.
member’s Government. The change of Gov-
ernment oceurred in 1924 while settlers
were arriving and being placed at North-
cliffe. Blocks on the Peel Estate and in the
Busselton groups that are now being aban-
doned were settled under the hon. member’s
Administration. The hon, member said that
when the expenditure totalled £1,301,551,
there had been cleared 21,613 neres, ploughed
16,625 acres, and put under grass 11,184
acres, and he added that those were the
figures that Mr. Angwin had given. The
hon, member went on to say that he thought
the present Minister had said it cost £60 to
£00 per acre to grass the land. The Min-
ister admitted the flgure was wrong and
promised to correct it. I admitted it to this
extent. The Leader of the Opposition asked
me if that cost included the hunildings and T
replied, “I do not think so.” I found after-
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wards that it did, but it did not include the
stock. Of course the stock has not yet been
charged up to any extent. 1 have not been
able to traee Mr. Angwin’s statement, but 1
am prepared to admit the figures quoted re-
garding the country cleared, ploughed and
sceded as eorrect. That arca, however, does
not represent one half the expenditure; nor
is it eorrect to say that the groups were
half-way on the stage of devclopment. It
has to be remembered (hat the stage of de-
velopment varies, In the heavy timber
country it was intended to clear 25 acres
and in the hghter country the intention was
to clear 50 acres before the groups were dis-
banded. Of the area of 20,400 acres quated
a= having been eleared, 11,930 acres were in
the Peel Estate alone, and the Peel Estate
repre-ents only n fraction of the group
seitlement seheme, Peel Fstate wns one of
the arvens where 50 aeres had to be eleared
hefore the zrouns were disbanded. Of the
area of 16.625 neves ploughed, over half was
on the PPeel Fstate, and of the arca seeded
A0 per eent. ‘'would alse have heen on the
Peel Estate, Therefore the hon. member’s
statement that more than half the work had
been done nt the time does not elearly set
out the posttion. ’ '

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: T did not say
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: “Han-
surd” reports the hon. member as having
said it. As members zenerally know, it has
been found necessary to elear more than the
25 aeres, and slatistics for the month ende:!
the 31st July last show that the area seeded
was 61,530 acres, or five times the area that
was eeeded up to the time the hon. member
left offiee. )

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Seeding itself
15 nok expensive.

The MINTSTER FOR T.ANDS: But ac-
wrding to the “Hansnrd” veport the homn.
riember said half the work had been done
when he left office, The number of houses
erpeted since June, 1924, is 1,081. When
the hon. member left office, no dairy build-
ires had been erected. The eost of dairy
bvildings averaged €75. It is useless for the
Lon. member to eontend that the expenditure
is greater than it ought to have been. There
are ¢onditions to explain that, thongh T ad-
it the expenditure has been very great.
The hon. member in the beginping had ne
conception what group settlement wonld
cost. It was thonght, and there was a punh.
i1 Announcement, to the effect, that the fazms
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eould be prepared for £1,000 each, but the
hon. member’s own estimate was £750. [
have a minute from Mr. MeLarty in which
tie stated that the clearing eould not be done
for that sum. I think Mr. McLarty's esti-
ate was sounder thar that of the hon.
member.

1fon. Sir James Miichell: We were dis-
cussing it all the time.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
find any fault with that. Still, it is not
competent for the bon, member to say now
that certain things ought to have been done
for a certain expenditure, seeing that he was
viv witle ol the mark in his own estimates.
There are eertain things responsible for the
expenditare. 1 asked the Group Settlement
Lioard the other day to set ont the position.
That is a new hoard ennsisting of practical
men. Mr. Rose has a very good idea of
land, and so has Mr. Mazzoletty, and
Mr. Hewby has an extensive knowledge of
agricultnral conditions in Western Australia.
Those gentlemen have sct about their task
in g practical way, and I have every conli-
donee that they will bring about a big im-
provement in administration. The hoard
wrote as follows :—

The bhoard has heen in existenee approxi-
mately one month during which period the re-
adjustment and re-allocation of holdings has
bren in progress with a view to building them
up to the standard fixed as neeessary to pro-
vide 2 reasonable opportunity of suecess. . . .
Whil-t the gravity of the gencral position re-
garding group settlement was set out for you
m the report of the late advisory committee
{31/5/27), and has not materially altered ex-
cept for the movement referred to above (that
is the re-adjustment and re-allocation of hold-
ings} the board is muoeh concerned to know
that in the areas visited the following facts
foreibly impressed them: (1) The low quality
v & large proportion of the land. The funda-.
mental prineiple of successful land settlement
i9 the selection in the first instance of good
land, and this hag been disregarded to & large
degree.  The selection of the holdings providesa
indisputable evidenece of undue haste and want
of preparativm, for it would bave been cheaper
to subsidise prospective settlers and their fami-
lies, whilat waiting if necessary, rather than
place them on land where there was little hope
of suceess and which neccessitated henvy ex-
genditm‘e. Ag it is, both their efforts and ths
State's money have been wasted. In the caso
of the western groups on the Peel Estate a
significant warning was issued by the Peel
¥istate Royal Commission three and a half
years ago, and it is difficult to understand
why it was ignored. (2) The attempted set-
tlement of low-lying sour land hefore drainage,
the cost of which work was not, and still is
not ascertained, although very large sums have
sinee heen expended. The settlers are being
withdrawn from a lot of this country, as it
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is cvident that it cannot be succcasfully de-
veloped under gronp conditions, although, as
the Jate advisory committee pointed out, it
cannot be considered as fully tested until drain-
age is complete, and much of it will undoubt-
edly be made some use of at a futurg period.
Whether the oxpenditure involved will he justi-
led is problematical. (3) The unsuccessful
and expensive attempts to establish permanent
pastures on (1) and (2). (4) The failure of
a large proportion of the pastures, aggravated
in many instances by insufficient preparatory
cultivation and too early stocking, in addition
to tho drainage troubles already roferred to.
{(3) A lack of farming. We noticed many
cases where scttlers were confinning to clear,
although they already had considerable areas
¢learcd, of which little use was being made.
These areas had mostly been sown with grasses,
but could net earry stock, and even should
the cstablishment of pastures eventually be-
come very much more successful than at pre-
sent, the board considers that a considerable
portion of each holding must bhe vigorously
farmed each year in order to carry the neces-
sary stock.

A Int of the trouble in group settlement
snd one of (he reasons why we have made
such slow progress is that the scheme in the
beginning might have been a liltle more
practical. 1 is evident to any impartial
nn that when dealing with low-lying coun-
Lry, country covered with water for eight or
nine months of the year, it requires fo be
drained before it is cleaved, and after it has
Leen eleaved it should be sweetened and pre-
pared for cultivation. What has happened
is we have been frying to euitivate sodden,
sour, cold land, land that was under water
for a large purt of the year. That Las gone
-+t continually with the result that we have
wasted a lot of money and made no pro-
press. 1 am gatisfied that had the men been
employed ot draining first of all, then put on
1o clear the land, then to cultivate it, and if
the land bad been sweefened in the process,
we would have got mueh happier resulis
ant the position would not have what it is
to-day. Our pastures have been over-stocked,
and that has been the cause of considerable
trouble and expense for feed. The board
snid—

Over-stocking is apparent in many cases and

has resulted in the neecsaity to purehase feed
in considerablo quantities.

The Government have purchased great quan-
fities of feed to keep the cattle alive.

Mr. Lindsay: You can blame the dairy
expert for the over-stocking.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He is
not now connected with the board. _'l_?he
bosurd continue—
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So far as our personal investigation has
gone at present We are unable to pay how
many settlers are going to carry the stock
they hold. The object of providing them with
these cows was of course to get them on to
the producing stage, and off contract work as
carly as possible, and the result is unfortunate.

We have had to feed a great many of the
stoek on rented properties and those owned
by the State. We are keeping a large
number on agistment, At Dardannp we
have 155 head, at the Upper Capel 83 head,
at Avondale 156 head, and at Maranalgo
385 head of young stock. That sort of
thing must add o the expense of the sehema,
It is no use members thinking that the
expenses will come down. They must in-
crease as the result of the conditions that
now appertain. There is a further reason
for the expenditure. On some of the settle-
ments all the blocks have heen fully devel-
oped. Some of the blocks, however, are such
that the settlers cannot maintain themselves
upon them. We are actnally taking soms
of the settlers out for three or four miles
to where they can get work, for it is only
waste of time employing them on their hold-
ngs.

Hon. G. Taylor: Are they working on the
roads?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They are
working on other locations. On the Serpen-
tine groups many holdings are considered
too poor to develop any further. The west-
ern groups on the Peel Estate are in a simi-
lar position. At Pemberton one settler had
cleared the whole of his land, but it could
not maintain him and we have bad to find
work for him until such time as he ean keep
himself.  Several holdings on the Abha
River groups have been fully ecleared, but
the settlers have to be employed on ncigh-
bours’ holdings. While this is going on thers
is bound to be expenditure that cannot be
justified, but in the ecireumstances it must
be faced.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt must come to an end.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is com-
ing to an end, hecause we are removing these
settlers. The Group Settlement Board are
erployed for the whole of their time in re-
construeting groups and moving these set-
tlers. We are tied up for land at present,
but little by litile we are moving these
people. The conditions under which the
settlers have been placed upon their land
have varied. The original econditions appar-
ently provided that 25 acres should be laid
down in pasture or under intense eropping.
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On poorer country such as the Peel Estate
50 acres was the minimum fized, During
Mr. Angwin’s term the Group Settlement
Advisory Committee recommended that set-
tlers should be assisted to carry 15 cows.
The doveloped ares considered necessary for
this stock was 45 acres in the prime forest
areas, to 110 gpcres in country like that
at Abba River, We bave not yet reached
the stage when these people can be said to
be independent of State aid. On the Peel
Estate 36 settlers reached the 15-cow stage.
Of these only 18 remain. I bope some areas
will be fully stocked with ¢ows in the next
month or two. The capital liability has not
been reduced. The settler does not pay in-
tevest, except on stock and equipment. He
is not asked to pay any interest on the
capital expenditure. The capitalisation has
yet to be considered by the Government,
The average cost of settlers’ plant, horses and
cows, iz about £300. There are approxi-
mately 2,000 settlers on the groups. It will
therefore cost a minimum of £600,000 to
equip the seftlers with plant, horses and
ecows. The indebtedness of the settlers
for plant and stock is £261,635. . So
far as equipment goes, we have reached
only the half-way mark in regard to expendi-
ture. The board have settled down to work
iz a practical manner, and T am sure their
efforts will be fraught with good results.
Tt would be hopeless for any Minister to
attempt to take charge of such a scheme him-
gelf. He is tied down in the office, and it
:8 a hopeless proposition for him to attempt
to deal with all the details of the scheme in
which the personal element is so diffieunlt,
and the whole expenditure of which is
borne hy the State. The State is held re-
sponsible for everything. The Government
were wise in appointing  this board, the
establishment of which meets with general
approval. At first the board will have
their hands full with questions affeeting re-
constitution, and finding new blocks for the
men who have heen removed. Later, they
must turn their attention to adminis-
tration, It is said foo many officials
are  ongaged in this scheme.  Some-
tizres I wonder how they can all he
emploved. It is difficult for me to sav
what the men are doing, but the board will
kave an opportonity of finding that out.
They will be able to move amongst the
groups, get the atmosphere surrounding
each, and arrive at an wnderstanding of the
whole position, If the seheme were adminis-
tered by the Minister from his office, such
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a method would not be likely to show very
happy results.

Mr. Davy: A Minister cannot do his job
if he has to hear appeals as to whether some
loeal authority shall award a dog license
or nof,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
heard appeals as to whether a cow or a
borse was good or bad, lame, halt, or blind.

The Premier: And as to what some ani-
mals died of, and what compensation shonld
be paid.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
been called up to deal with many questions
of detail like that,

Hovn., Sir Jamesz Mitchell: We spent
£52,000 on the staff last year.
The MINISTER FOR i.ANDS: I ex-

pect the board to take notice of the stafl
that is engaged, and ascertain to what ex-
tent such a staff is necessarv. I have visited
e groups and seen things that ought nout
to go on, I have seen fertiliser in the sheds
when it ought to be in the ground. I have
beard that fertiliser has beeu buried instead
of being put into the ground. I have heard
of things even worse than that. The Min-
ister cannot detect every detail that is going
on.

Mr. Davy: 1t is the objection to most
State enterprises, that the Minister in
charge of them eannot pay proper atien-
tion to them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
not a State enterprise. We have noue of the
advantuges of State enterprise, but all of
the ills that capitalism has. The Siate pays
everything, and the industrial elernent does
not accept the necessary responsibility in too
many cases. It is possible that the final re-
sults will be happy. I do not say that
the scheme will not work out right; we
shall get over our mistakes and our difii-
culties; and as the pasture is established
and the country is drained and becornes
more productive and more attractive,
if the present settlers do not remain
others will take up their holdings. The
time is coming when tho South-West will
prove as attractive as the wheat belt. There
is & good time for every industry, and when
the South-West arvives at that stage, the man
on a property there, if his capitalisation is
not too great, will be in a very happy posi-
tion. So T tell the group settlers that if
they are wise in their generation, they will
remain  on their  properties, striving
to mnke a living for themselves and
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their families and eventuslly becoming
independent. The settler who expects
to make a competency in a few years
is mistaken. That will take 10 or
12 years. But the man who sticks to his
holding is bound to come through in the
end. Now I wish to say a few words abont
migration, and then I shall have completed
my remarks. The number of assisted mi-
grants during the last financial year was
4,766, as againat 3,730 for the preceding
year, an’ increase of 1,036. In addition,
1,910 full-paying third-class passengers ar-
rived in the State, as against 1,684 during
the previous year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Does that figure
include Italians?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I Qo
not think so. 'The figures show that
6,000 people entered Western Australia
last year. In addition to the migrants who
have taken up land on the groups, a num-
ber have been placed on other lands of the
State. Of the 687 whe took up land,
36 have left, Jeaving 651 sgtill on the
land, So that in addition to the
migrants who receive the advantages of
group settlement, quite a fair number have
received the advantages of settlement on
other lands soon efter arriving in this eoun-
try. The Leader of the Opposition wanted
to know why the miners settle at South-
ern Cross had not been seltled in the
country north of Salmon Gums. The
reason was given in the Press, and I
suppose the hon. gentleman saw it.
ke trustees of the Agricultural Bank and
i discussed the matter thoroughly, and ax-
rived at the conelusion that the country north
af Salmon Gums towards Norseman was yet
problematical, and that so far as rainfall
records indieated, it was not as satisfactory
for settlement ag the area south of Sonthern
Cross. Therefore it was considered Lar bet-
ter to scitle the miners on land south of
Scuthern Cross, where there are water snp-
plies. In the country north of Downk, while
dams are there, in my opinion they do not
contain =uflicient water to maintain a popu-
lation during the summer months. At South-
ern Cross, however, there ig the pipe line.
In addition, according to the records, the
rmnfall there is much better than that of
Norseman. Therefore the best plaee to put
the miners was south of Southern Cross.
Those miners are not given assist-
ance for cropping unless they fallow.
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They are receiving assigtance for ecloar-
ing, but they must fallow from the be-
ginning, If they adopt that practice and
farm earefully, and get reasonable luck, they
kave a fine futnre before them. As regarils
area, 1 would not think of less than 1,000
seres for those settlers, When the miners
get into the pure, fresh air, they will regain
Lealth and rid themselves of the dust on
their lungs. Thus they will have an oppor-
tunity of prolonging their lives and of mak-
ing homes for themselves and their children
Another settlement will be created for Mur-
chison miners on the Ejanding Northward
ruilway. The country is now being classi-
fied and surveyed, and the Murehizson miners
will be put there beeause of the lesser ex-
pense of bringing them and their houses
down—the latter is being done in many
CASEes,

Hon. G. Taylor: How many miners have
you on the Cue side?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
nomber is not yet completed. While 34
names were taken ai the first meeting at
Boulder, many applications have come in
since. Happily there is s tremendous de-
rand for land by our own people. It is
& fine thing to find so many of our young
men anzious to go on the land, leaving the
¢ity to seek land. The whole tendeney in
olher countries is for young men to go to
the eity: here the converse is the ease. That
15 due to our having had good seasons and
good harvests, with good priees. The op-
portunity s there—cheap land, easy to da-
velop, and producing erops which bring
good prices. T regret very much that I am
uot able te reet the demands of all these
young men, but T am doing my utmest, I
have told the Surveyor General that I want
him to get the land classified and surveyed.
The sooner we get our lands developed, the
better. The suoner we take the tide at the
flood, the better will it be for Western Aus-
tralia, because our wealth is based upon
troduetion from the soil. We have not yet
reached the stage of supporting preat see-
ondary industries, and I am not too sorry
for that. Production from the soil is the
most natural life, and the most satisfactory.
The Leader of the Qpposition said we should
reserve these lands for our young people.
That would be hardly keeping the spirit of
the migration agreement.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Yes, it wounid

he.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, In
these miatters we bave to act honourably.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Of eourse.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We can-
net say to the migrants, “You must go te
the difficult pertions of the State; yon cannot
be settled in areas that are certain, be-
eanse the opportunities thert ore bet-
ter.” Mr. Banks Amery said, “We
onght lo get rume consideration for our
people in the wheat lands” And we were
able to point eut that in addition to those
on the proup settlements we had put 687
migrants on the wheat.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell:
pie, of course.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The mi-
gration agreement provided that the new-
comers shonld be sent to the South-West
division of the State, not to the South-West
particularly. The agreement referred to that
division all the time. The British authorities
are well aware of that and thay would
feel hurt if we did not provide British mi-
grants with equal opportunities to those ex-
tesded to onr own people, particularly when
we are using the British Government’s
money. It may he very well to play up to
the public on this question and say that one
believes that the Australians should receive
preference and migrants should be kept down
to the South-West itself. That is all right
for politieal purposes, and may catch a few
votes, but that sort of atfitade is not decent,
nor is it honourable,

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell:
Judge of that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
referred to the hon. member’s own agree-
ment and that sets out specifically that the
migrants must be setiled in the South-West
division. Mr. Banks Armery stressed that
point, and he knows the position well, He
would resent strongly any attempt not to live
up to the agreement. We must be honour-
able to those with whom we have dealings.
1 have no particular attachment to people
from abroad and I am as good an Australian
8s any other individual. At the same time
what is the use of entertaining people who
come here and talking about the fine Im-.
perial sentiment, inviting them to send their
people to this State to enjoy the oppor-
tunities that are available if, when they eome
here, they are given the poorest land. In my
opinion the Australian understands our eon-
ditions better and should make the better set-
tler. I will oive the Australian every op-
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portunity to settle here; at the same time we
must aet up to our contraet under the agree-
ment.  The Leader of the Opposition will
realise that be made promises, and he would
bave endeavoured to kep those promises just
a3 the Government have endenvoured to do.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course, I
would earry out the promises I made, but
not what you say.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It would
be quite possible for me to urge the Premier
to-morrow to bring in 10,000 migrants and
to settle them in the South-1Vest, but unfor-
tunatety much of the land available there is
“intilar to that which we have found unsatis-
tactory.

Ifon. Sir James Bitchell:
West?

The MINIETER FOR LANDS: No, not
in the South-WWest generally, but the land
that is available, It has to be remembered
that the Forests Department holds the best
of the eountry. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion is aware of that fact, T Jo
not  blame the hon. ember for allow-
ing The Forests Department to sceure
that good country. He acted wisely sinee
the forest land is valuable becauvse of the
timber, We all know that the Forests De-
partment are quite prepared to hand over
the poorer class of land thev hold, but that
would not be satisfactory for group
purposes. Without in any way decrying the
country, it has to be admitted that there
is some poar eountry there, just as there iz
poor country in other parts of Australia.
Our experience of that type of country is
that we da not get resnlts. In years to come
it will be built up, but at present it is hardly
the type of sountry and which we should
be expected to place raw inexperienced set-
lers. Tt is possible to hring them out
straight away buf, as I have already said,
we must net up to the spirit of the agree-
ment.

The TPremier: OF conrsc the forest
country has to be retained for the Forests
Department.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: But there is
plenty of land there that could be used for
agrienltural purposes. We cannof live on
timber. We must have butter and potatoes
and so forth, for onr people.

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: Woe
have some jarrah country in the vicinity of
Margaret River, but it has its peenliarities.
T do not say that it will not prove to he
geod land, but the faet remains that we

In the South-
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cumot get good results. Clover germinates
there all right, but it dies back, Those eondi-
tions may not be permanent, but is is evi-
dent that the country will require a lot of
sweetening.

Hon. Sir James Mibchell :
ahead all right.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, in
the end. We have to face these conditions,
however, and we must expect heavy expen-
diture if we are to test out the country pro-
perly. Work of ihat description takes time
and money toe.  The Mitchell agreement
provided that at an estimated cost of
£6,000,000 the State would settle about
75,000 new migrants—men, women and
children—from the United Kingdom, and
pstablish about G,000 men selected from
amongst migrants on abont 6,000 additional
farms in the South-West division of the
State. This was afterwnrds agreed to be
limited to the 6,000 farms only. The new
agreement provides for undertakings for
publiec works and for land settlement, and
in the latter case for every approved sum
of £1,000 the State is to provide a new farm
and to allot at least one-half of such new
farms to assisted migrants who have sailed
from the United Kingdom since the 1st
June, 1922, and have not been resident in
Australia for more than five years. It may
wrll be arvgued that the 6,000 farmms fo he
established under the Mitehell agreement: were
purely for migrants, and that loeal people
were not taken into account, but in respeet
to the latter agreement, not only is the allot-
ment fo migrants limited to 50 per cent. of
the farms cstablished under the agreement,
but retrospective cffect is given to it to the
1st June, 1922, to bring under the fifty-fifty
allocation the farms previously established
under the Mitehell agreement. The number
of holdings established is 2,382, of which 141
have been alleeated to British migrants who
do not ecome under the agrecement, having
arrived prior to 1st June, 1922, This leaves
2,241 holdings under the agrcement, of
whieh 1,336 ave held by migrants and 423
are vacant, Under the migration agreement
2,331 farms have already been approved by
the Commission as part of the £6,000,000
Mitchell agreement. These farms will be at
the rate of £1,000 per farm. It was hoped
that the amount would be raised to £1,500,
but I do not think there is any possibility of
that, In order to absorb the balance of the
£6,000,000, proposals have been put up to
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the Development and Migration Commission
which have been accepted, and which, apart
from public works, provide for an additional
T00 farmns, making a total of 3,031, which
will be deemed undertakings under the
present agreement. These 700 farms will
be on the basis of £1,500 per farm, and the
whole of the 3,031 farms must be allotted
on a fifty-fifty hasis to migrants. The fifty-
fifty basis is made retvospective to the 1st
June, 1922, TIf the 423 vacant holdings are
absorbed by the present group settlers, 1,213
new farms must be made to complete the
3,031 farms, and on the fifty-fifty basis 179
of these must be allocated to British mi-
grants, leaving 1,034 for Australians. 8o
we are not doing too badly with the provi-
sion for, by setiling 179 migrants, we can
place in our wheat aveas 1,034 Australians.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It is a very
zood agreement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, The
hon. member need not be afraid that we
will not give Australians an opportunity,
for under the lutest agreement the fullest
opportunity is given. I think the terms are
very liberal indeed. I do not see how any
member can objeet to that agreement. It
should be satisfactory to all of us. The bal-
anee of the £6,000,000 will be absorbed in
works incidental to settlement. The
Development and Migration Commission
spent several weeks in the State towards
the close of last vear and investigated on
the spot many of the proposals that had
been submitted for consideration as under-
takings under the Migration Agreement.
The Commission was accompanied by the
British Government representative, M.
Banks Amery, and as a result of the visit
approval has since been obtained for the
following proposals: The Denmark-Pember-
ton Railway, the Cranbrook-Boyup Bronk
vailway, the Norseman-Salmon Gums rail-
way, group roads, group drainage and water
snpplies for the Barballin area, the Narem-
been area and the IKsperance-Norseman
wen. The estimated total eost of these
andertakings is £1,903134. The proposals
under consideration now are the extengion
of the Ejanding-Northward railway, the
Kalkalling-Bullfinch railway, and the ques-
tion of serving the country east of
Kondinin. I have pleasure in submitting
the Estimates.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1044 pm.



